


What are the SATs?
SATs are the Standardised Assessment Tests that are given to children at the end of Key 
Stage 2. 
The SATs take place over four days, starting on Tuesday 9th May ending on Friday 12th May. 
Monday 8th May is a bank holiday this year.
The SATs papers consist of:

Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 1: GPS) – Tuesday 9th May
Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 2: Spelling) – Tuesday 9th May
Reading – Wednesday 10th May
Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) – Thursday 11th May 
Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) – Thursday 11th May 
Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) – Friday 12th May

● Writing is assessed using evidence collected throughout Year 6. There is no Year 6 SATs 

writing test. 
The key stage 2 tests will be taken on set dates unless your child is absent, in which case they may be able to take them up to 5 school days 

afterwards.



The tests take place during normal school hours, under exam conditions. 
Children are not allowed to talk to each other from the moment the assessments are 
handed out until they are collected at the end of the test. 
After the tests are completed, the papers are sent away to be marked externally. 
The results are then sent to the school in July. 
Each test lasts no longer than 60 minutes: 

Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 1: Grammar/ Punctuation) – 45 
minutes
Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 2: Spelling) – 15 minutes
Reading – 60 minutes 
Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) – 30 minutes
Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) – 40 minutes
Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) – 40 minutes

When and how the SATs are completed.



Tests are marked externally. Once marked, the tests will be given the 
following scores:

A raw score (total number of marks achieved for each paper);
A scaled score (see below);
A judgement on if the National Standard has been met. 

Scaled scores range from 80 to 120. 
A scaled score of 100 or more shows your child is meeting the 
National Standard. 
A scaled score of 110 or above shows your child working at Greater 
Depth within the expected standard. 

The results.



NATIONAL EXPECTED STANDARD

Children develop at different times and in individual ways, but at the end 
of Year 6 the DfE guidelines for English and Maths are as follows:-

WORKING TOWARDS the ‘Nationally Expected Standard’ for a pupil at 
the end of Year 6

WORKING AT the ‘Nationally Expected Standard’ for a pupil at the end of 
Year 6

WORKING AT GREATER DEPTH within the ‘Nationally Expected 
Standard’ for a pupil at the end of Year 6

REMEMBER – ALL CHILDREN ARE DIFFERENT!

Children not meeting the WORKING TOWARDS  ‘Nationally Expected 
Standard’ category for a pupil at the end of Year 6

For Science, pupils will be grouped into these same 3 categories – Working 
towards, Working  at the expected standard, or a category for those pupils who do 

not meet the standard.



Talk to the school
Sometimes concerns present at home and not at school. If you notice a change in your 
child, talk to the school so that everyone concerned can offer the support needed. 
Talk to your child
Talk to your child about what aspect of SATs concerns them the most. If you can help them 
pinpoint what is bothering them the most, you can take specific steps to help reassure 
them. 
Encourage your child to talk to their teacher
SATs are obviously linked to school. Don’t be surprised if your child would prefer seek 
reassurance from teachers over family members. 
Try not to project your own anxieties or views about the SATs
Children can be very intuitive. If they see that you are anxious, this could add to their own 
anxieties. Similarly, if you don’t believe in SATs, your child may reflect this view.

What to do if you are worried about your 
child.



What is the 
‘Expected Standard’ in writing?

The DfE have issued some 
guidance for schools.

Children are expected to be able to write 
using a range of different genres.



Grammar, punctuation and spelling consists of two papers.

Paper 1 focuses on all three elements (grammar, punctuation and spelling or GPS). The 
paper lasts for 45 minutes. 

Paper 2 consists of a spelling test only. It should take approximately 15 minutes, 
although this is not a set amount of time (pupils should be given as much time as they 
need to complete the test).

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Tuesday 9th May 2023



English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling

Sample questions



Reading: Wednesday 10th May 

There is one reading test that lasts for 60 minutes. 
The test is designed to measure if the children’s comprehension of age-appropriate reading 
material meets the national standard. There are three different set texts for children to 
read. These could be any combination of non-fiction, fiction and/ or poetry. 

The test covers the following areas (known as Content Domains): 
Give/ explain the meaning of words in context;
Retrieve and record information/ identify key details from fiction and non-fiction;
Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph;
Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text;
Predict what might happen from details stated and implied;
Identify/ explain how information/ narrative content is related and contributes to meaning 
as a whole; 
Identify/ explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases;
Make comparisons within the text. 







Maths: Thursday 11th May and Friday 12th May

The maths assessments consist of three tests.

Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes) – Thursday 11th May

Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes) – Thursday 11th May

Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes) – Friday 12th May



Sample arithmetic questions



Paper 2 will take place on Thursday 11th May and paper 3 will take place on Friday 12th

May. These tests have a total of 35 marks each and lasts for 40 minutes each.  

These papers require children to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge and skills, as 
well as their ability to solve problems and their mathematical reasoning. 

Maths Papers 2 and 3 (Reasoning)







How are we preparing?
• Teaching the more challenging learning objectives set out in 

the National Curriculum 2014
• Continuous Assessment
• Focused Maths Lessons
• Focused Spelling and Reading Lessons
• Focused SPaG Lessons (Spelling, Punctuation & Grammar)
• Guided and Independent Reading
• Writing Assessments carried out regularly
• Practising previous SATS papers
• Teaching ‘test techniques’ and vocabulary 
• Home Learning to support teaching & learning in school
• Data analysis from half termly assessment and targeted 

intervention
• Mentoring and support via intervention and homework club
• Keeping up to date with information provided by the DfE



Some support can be given to children who 
have an Educational Health Care Plan 

(EHCP), or who may have specific learning 
needs.

Requests for additional time will be made 
by teachers using their knowledge of 

children and the children’s individual needs.

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS & DISABILITIES



Proformas
Personal Learning Checklist (PLC)



• Try not to put pressure on your child.

• Support with homework and the targets that will be 

discussed at Parent’s Evening. – Use the PLC Proforma.

• Read regularly and discuss a variety of texts – not just 

‘listening’ to your child read.

• Short bursts of mental maths, times tables and problem 

solving.

• Use the previous test papers that your child has 

completed and bought home to discuss strategies and 

solutions to help prepare your child adequately.

HELPING AT HOME



Early nights and lots of sleep

Good attendance

Good punctuality

A healthy breakfast

LOTS OF PRAISE AND 
ENCOURAGEMENT!

WE RECOMMEND:-



• http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/revision/

This is an excellent site, providing revision help for KS2, KS3, KS 4 and KS5. This covers all 
subjects through activities and tests. 

• http://www.icteachers.co.uk/children/children_sats.htm

A wide range of KS2 SATs questions, from both past papers and their own team of teachers. 

• http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/revision/index.html

Revision pages at Woodlands Junior School. These revision pages support the work they do 
at Woodlands Junior School. They have been put together for their students to help them 
with their revision. Included are some sample questions taken from past Key Stage 2 SATs 
papers, as well as a whole host of interactive tests/quizzes. 

• https://www.hegartymaths.com/

Provides video lessons and quizzes with feedback.

• https://www.mymaths.co.uk/

Provides lessons with feedback.

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhrrd2p

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Resources

USEFUL WEBSITES

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/revision/
http://www.icteachers.co.uk/children/children_sats.htm
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/revision/index.html
https://www.hegartymaths.com/
https://www.mymaths.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhrrd2p


ANY QUESTIONS?

Please feel free to raise any questions or 
discuss any concerns you may have with 

your child’s teacher tonight.

Thank you for your time 
and support.


