
 

 
Wednesday 8 December 2021 

 

January testing 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I would like to begin by thanking you for your support with helping us to stay safe over the past 
term and for the foreseeable future.  As a school we are continuing to follow the government 
guidance and are working to do everything we can to ensure that our students are supported 
and safe in school. 
 
Looking ahead to January in line with the Government’s latest guidance, we are planning to 
test all students in Years 7 to 13 when they return to school after the Christmas break. This 
decision has been made as testing all students in school boosts testing participation and will 
help reduce transmission after a period of social mixing over the school holidays. 
 
To ensure as little time as possible is lost to testing, we will begin our testing on Tuesday 4th 
January.  Students will need to enter school during their designated time slot via the top gate 
and go straight to the gym where they will be met by a member of staff.  The table below tells 
you when your child is required to take their on-site test and when their first day of school will 
be: 
 

Year group Testing day Time slot First day in school 

6 No testing necessary No testing necessary Tuesday 4th January 

7 Wednesday 5th January 8:30am – 10am Wednesday 5th January 

8 Wednesday 5th January 10:30am – 12pm Wednesday 5th January 

9 Tuesday 4th January 9:00am – 10:30am Wednesday 5th January 

10 Tuesday 4th January 11am – 12:30pm Wednesday 5th January 

11 Tuesday 4th January 1pm -3:30pm Wednesday 5th January 

12 & 13 Tuesday 4th January 3:30pm – 4:30pm  Wednesday 5th January 

 
Years 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13  
Students will be tested during their allocated time slot on Tuesday 4th January. Students do 
not need to wear their school uniform. Once tested students will return home. Wednesday 5th 
January will be a normal school day with students needing to be on site by 9am and in full 
school uniform. Teachers will set work on Google Classrooms for students to complete.  
 
Years 7 and 8 
Students will be tested during their allocated time slot on the morning of Wednesday 5th 
January and if negative will go straight into lessons. Students will need to wear their normal 
school uniform. Thursday 6th January will be a normal school day with students needing to be 
on site by 9am and in full school uniform. Teachers will set work on Google Classrooms for 
students to complete.   
 



 

 

Year 6 
Currently students in Year 6 do not need to take part in onsite testing.  Students should return 
to school on Tuesday 4th January in full school uniform as normal. 
 
Permission to test 
If you have previously given permission for your child to be tested onsite, you do not need to 
give permission again. If you have not previously given permission and would now like your 
child to be tested, please complete the form using the link below: 
https://forms.gle/udemsJKHZMeRPYyo7 
 
Self-isolation 
The September guidance removed the need for schools to undertake contact tracing for our students. 
Close contacts will continue to be identified directly by NHS Test and Trace. Students who test positive 

will be subject to the normal test and trace process, which will identify close contacts. This is likely to 
be a small number of individuals who would be most at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to 
the nature of the close contact. 
 
Children under 18 years old, and those who are double vaccinated, are not required to self-
isolate if they are identified as a close contact. At this point, close contacts of a positive case 
will be informed by NHS Test and Trace and advised to take a PCR test. Self-isolation will 
continue for those who have tested positive for COVID-19. 
 
Staying safe 
We are remaining vigilant as a school in the run up to Christmas to ensure the safety of our 
students, their families and our staff. Crucially, we will continue our drive on ensuring good 
hygiene for everyone with students being reminded about the importance of regular hand 
washing and use of hand sanitiser. We are continuing to ensure all teaching rooms and 
spaces remain well ventilated and that we maintain our current cleaning regimes to ensure 
that contact areas are regularly sanitised. As currently, we will continue to follow the public 
health advice and if necessary, in response to the latest epidemiological data, be prepared to 
step measures up or down in future depending on our local circumstances.  
 
Testing remains important in reducing the risk of transmission of infection within schools. Over 
the Christmas holiday, please ensure that your child continues to test regularly. We are very 
much looking forward to welcoming our students back to school in January. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me should you wish to discuss this further on parent@tdms.worcs.sch.uk or 
via the school number. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Ruth Allen 
Headteacher  
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