
 

Wednesday 8 December 2021 
 

 

 
Thinking ahead to January 2022 

 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
Thank you for your continued support, we have been pleased with the behaviour of the students 
this term.  We believe that the behaviour of our students both in and out of class is important.  
Not only does this include the way that our students interact with each other and staff, but also 
the way that they present themselves on a daily basis. I would like to take this opportunity to 
remind you about some key points in preparation for January.  
 
Uniform 
Uniform is important as it shows that our students are ready to learn and have pride in their 
appearance.  The holidays are an ideal time to resolve any issues with uniform, for your 
information I have included a copy of our current uniform list.  If you are concerned about any 
uniform issues, please let us know, we will be able to help. 
 
Homework 
Homework is very important to the progress of our students. After the Christmas holidays, we 
will be moving all homework detentions to after school.  This gives our students the opportunity 
to complete the homework that they have missed, which is more beneficial that simply         
serving a sanction for not completing with work.  It also allows us to provide support to those 
that need it.  
 
Attendance 
Research carried out by the Department for Education on student absence and exam results 
shows there is evidence supporting the link between attendance and achievement. There is a 
strong connection between good attendance and the achievement of students at school. The 
most recent research suggests that even short breaks from school can reduce a student’s 
chances of succeeding at school by as much as 25%. It also shows that 44% of students with 
no absence in key stage 4 (normally aged 16) achieve the English Baccalaureate (the gold 
standard package of GCSE qualifications that includes English, Maths, Science, History or 
Geography and a language) opening doors to their future. This figure falls to just 31% for 
students who miss 14 days of lessons over the 2 years that students study for their GCSEs, 
which equates to around 1 week per year and to 16% for those who miss up to 28 days. 
 
January is often a difficult time for attendance.  It is the time when we all get coughs and colds 
and the winter really sets in. Of course, we understand that students may feel under the weather 
and may not feel like coming into school.  However, we are here to give them support, tissues 
for runny noses and hot water for a Lemsip if they need it.  We would much rather they came 
into school that stay at home at miss out on their lessons.  
 



 

 

However, we do understand that sometimes attendance is not possible and I encourage you in 
such circumstances to contact your child’s head of learning as soon as possible if the absence 
is likely to become extended for any period of time.  By contacting us we will be able provide 
you with any support that you may need. 
 
Punctuality 
Similarly arriving to school and lessons on time is vitally important in ensuring a smooth start to 
the day and maximising learning time. We are keen for our students to be punctual as we feel it 
promotes self-discipline and responsibility. Therefore, our expectation is that all students attend 
school on time every morning and are punctual to every lesson. Students need to be in school 
at the start of the registration period (9.00 am). From January, we will have clear procedures for 
dealing with lateness: 
 
▪ What time does my child need to be in school? Registration begins at 9.00am. If a student arrives 

late to school, or to a lesson, without an appropriate reason (for example a medical appointment, 
supported by a letter or appointment card) they will be expected to serve a C2 detention at lunch 
time. If a student is marked as late three times in a week (or to a lesson) then they will be expected 
to serve a C3 detention which takes place after school.   
 

▪ What should my child do if they arrive late to school after registration? Up until the end of 
registration, 9.10am students should go to their lesson 1 teaching room where their teacher will mark 
them as late. After that they should go to reception where they will be registered as late.  

 

We accept that at times there will be legitimate reasons why students may be late and this will 
of course be taken into consideration. To allow us to make a fair decision we ask students have 
a note or appointment confirmation card so they are not placed into detention.  We will be talking 
to the students about the changes to the punctuality detentions during the first week back and 
therefore we will not be issuing any sanctions, we will issue sanctions from the second week 
back 
 
If you have any queries or questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Stuart Weston 
Senior Deputy Headteacher 

 


