
 
 

 

Thursday 9th December 2021 
 

Plan B Response 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Thank you for your continued support during this difficult time. In light of the Government’s 
announcement yesterday about ‘Plan B of the COVID-19 Response: Autumn and Winter Plan’,  
I would like to reassure you that as a school we are continuing to follow the current guidelines. 
Plan B sets out a number of additional measures across society to control transmission of 
COVID-19. The Government is clear on the critical importance of not disrupting the education of 
children and young people and they are prioritising keeping all education and childcare settings 
open.  

Reduction in cases 
We are pleased to say that our current numbers of positive cases are now falling following last 
week’s Year 7 outbreak. Monday’s training day served as a mini circuit break and allowed us to 
fog the whole site with antibacterial cleaner. We are continuing to prioritise good hygiene with 
students being encouraged to wash their hands as often as possible and use hand sanitiser as 
they enter and exit a classroom.   

Attendance 
School attendance remains mandatory and all the usual rules continue to apply. Enabling 
children and young people to attend their education setting regularly continues to be a national 
priority. There are no plans for us to close and will be open until Friday 17th December as 
planned.  All students should continue to come to school as usual.  

Testing 
Testing remains important in reducing the risk of transmission of infection early and quickly. 
Please ensure that your child continues to test twice a week using a Lateral Flow Test. We will 
continue to send home testing kits. Tests are also available to order for free on GOV.UK or at 
your local pharmacy. Our staff are now testing daily as advised by the Local Outbreak 
Response Team.  

Face coverings 
As per the previous guidance, all staff and students in Years 7 to 13 now wear a face covering 
when moving around the school.  Staff and students who are exempt will not be asked to wear a 
face covering.  This remains in place under the new guidance. It is still not recommended that 
students and staff wear face coverings in classrooms, but can if they choose to do so. Masks in 
classroom would only be instigated as a temporary measure in response to rising numbers of 
positive cases and under the advisement from the Local Outbreak Response Team.  

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests


 

 

Students will be able to remove their face coverings when seated in the halls to allow them to 
eat and drink. Given evidence suggests that the risk of the spread of COVID-19 is low when 
outdoors, students will be permitted to remove their masks at break and lunchtime and when 
moving between lessons once they have left the building.   
 
Students in Years 7 to 13 should also continue to wear face coverings on public and dedicated 
school transport, unless they are exempt.  

What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID-19 
For most people, especially children, COVID-19 will be a mild illness. The most common 

symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of: 

 

▪ New continuous cough and/or 
▪ High temperature and/or 
▪ A loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste and smell (anosmia) 

 
If your child develops any of these symptoms of COVID-19, they should remain at home and 

arrangements should be made for them to be tested.  

How to stop COVID-19 spreading 

There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill 

with COVID-19: 

 

▪ Wash your hands with soap and water – do this for at least 20 seconds 
▪ Use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available 
▪ Wash your hands as soon as you get home 
▪ Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough 

or sneeze. Put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards.  
 

We will continue to review our measures and will advise of any restrictions that will be in place 
for students returning in January.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you wish to discuss this further on 
parent@tdms.worcs.sch.uk or via the school number. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ruth Allen 
Headteacher  
 

mailto:parent@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

