
 

5 January 2022 
 

COVID-19 update 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Happy New Year! As always, I would like to begin by thanking you for your support with helping us to 
stay safe. Face to face teaching is essential for all students and as a school we are continuing to follow 
the government guidance and are working to do everything we can to ensure that our students are 
supported and safe in school. The following letters sets out some of the latest updates from the 
government.  
 
Face coverings 
From Sunday 2 January, it is recommended that face coverings are worn in classrooms by students in 
Years 7 to 13. Year 6 students do not need to wear a face covering in classrooms or in communal 
areas, although can do should they wish to. Students who are exempt will not be asked to wear a face 
covering. The advice is short term only, to support students and teachers as they return to school this 
term and builds on the existing proportionate guidance that recommends face coverings for all adults in 
communal areas of all settings. The advice on face coverings in classrooms will be in place until 
Wednesday 26 January, when Plan B regulations are currently scheduled to expire, at which point it 
will be reviewed.  

Given evidence suggest that the risk of spread of COVID-19 is low when outdoors, students will be 
permitted to remove their masks at break and lunchtime when they are outside and when moving 
between lessons once they have left the building.   
 
Students in Years 7 to 13 should also continue to wear face coverings on public and dedicated school 
transport, unless they are exempt.  
 
Please ensure that your child has a face covering and that they bring it into school every day. 
 
Self-isolation 
From Wednesday 22 December, the 10 day self-isolation period for people who record a positive PCR 
test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most circumstances, unless you cannot test for 
any reason.   
 
Students may now take Lateral Flow Device test (LFD) on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. 
Those who receive two negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full days of self-
isolation. The first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests must be 
taken 24 hours apart. If both of these test results are negative, and the student is well, they may end 
their self-isolation after the second negative test result and return to school from day 7. 

 
 



 

 
Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests will need to complete the full 10 day period of self-isolation. 
Further information is available in the stay at home: guidance for households with possible or 
confirmed COVID-19 infection. 
 
Close contacts 
People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 
months, identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19, should take an LFD test every day 
for seven days and continue to attend school as normal, unless they have a positive test result or 
develop symptoms at any time. Further guidance can be found here: stay at home: guidance for 
households with possible or confirmed COVID-19 infection. 

Regular testing 
Testing remains important in reducing the risk of transmission of infection within schools. Please 
ensure that your child continues to test twice a week using a Lateral Flow Test. We will continue to 
send home testing kits. Tests are also available to order for free on GOV.UK or at your local pharmacy. 
Updated guidance now states that students who have had COVID-19 in the last 90 days should still 
take part in the weekly testing.  
 
Staying safe 
As previously, we will continue our drive on ensuring good hygiene for everyone with students being 
reminded about the importance of regular hand washing and use of hand sanitiser. We are continuing 
to ensure all teaching rooms and spaces remain well ventilated and that we maintain our current 
cleaning regimes to ensure that contact areas are regularly sanitised. As currently, we will continue to 
follow the public health advice and if necessary, in response to the latest epidemiological data, be 
prepared to step measures up or down in future depending on our local circumstances.  
 
Our risk assessment has been updated in line with the updated guidance and can be found on our 
website. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you wish to discuss this further on 
parent@tdms.worcs.sch.uk or via the school number. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Ruth Allen 
Headteacher  
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