
 

 
12 January 2022 

 
Dear Parents/Carers  
 
Thank you for your support so far. Attendance in Year 6 was excellent and students have made an 
excellent start to the new calendar year. We are now looking ahead to the upcoming Key Stage two 
assessments which will take place on Monday 9 May 2022 and will last for four days, completed by 
Thursday 12 May 2022. The SATs (Standard Assessment Tests) tests students’ abilities in maths and 
English. As a school, we will be working with students to ensure that the tests go smoothly and without 
fuss. The following information will provide you with an overview of the tests and how you can support 
your child. We will be holding a SATs information evening on 27 January 2022 and this will be followed 
by an opportunity for you to ask any questions you may have.  We also have a parents’ evening on 
Thursday 10 February 2022, where you will be able to meet with your child’s teacher to discuss their 
progress to date and ask any questions regarding the Year 6 SATS.  
 
How many tests are there? 
In Maths, there are 3 papers. Paper 1 is an arithmetic paper, which is very similar to those the children 
are working on in class and for their homework each week. Papers 2 and 3 are reasoning papers 
where the children will need to solve problems.  
 
In English, there is an English reading test and an English grammar, punctuation and spelling test. The 
assessments are sent off for external marking whereas the writing is judged on the work they have 
produced throughout the year in their English books.  
 
What is meant by ‘scaled scores’? 
Since 2016, test scores have been reported as ‘scaled scores’ with 100 representing the ‘national 
standard’. Each student’s raw test score will be converted into a score on the scale, either at, above or 
below 100.  The scale will have a lower end point somewhere below 100 and an upper end point above 
100.  
 
A child who achieves the ‘national standard’ (a score of 100) will be judged to have demonstrated 
sufficient knowledge in the areas assessed by the tests; a child awarded a scaled score of more than 
100 is judged to have exceeded the national standard and demonstrated a higher than expected 
knowledge of the curriculum for their age; a child awarded a scaled score of less than 100 is judged to 
have not yet met the national standard and performed below the expectation for their age.  
 
Each student receives:  

• a raw score (number of raw marks awarded);  

• a scaled score in each tested subject;  

• confirmation of whether or not they attained the national standard. 

 
Practice week 
As part of our preparation for Year 6 SATS in May 2022, we will be completing a ‘mock SATS’ week 
commencing Monday 7th March 2022. During this week, the children will be completing the tests under 
mock exam conditions. We will be talking to the children about this and explaining that this is an 
opportunity for them to experience exam conditions prior to the tests in May. We have done this in the 
past and it has really helped to reduce the anxiety about what will happen. 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Food and drink 
As with any school day, it is really important to start the day off by eating breakfast; as this gives us the 
energy and allows our brains to function well and concentrate in lessons. If for any reason there is a 
need for any child to have breakfast, we are running a Year 6 Breakfast club each morning and all 
pupils are welcome. In addition to this, during the practice and real SATs weeks, students can bring in 
an extra snack to have immediately before the tests; we recommend a piece of fruit. We find that this 
gives students the boost they need just before going into the test.  
 
During the tests, students will be allowed to have a clear water bottle, which should have a sports cap 
and be named. Drinking water has been shown to help improve mental clarity. We will be talking to 
students about this.  
 
What can you do to help your child prepare?  
Much of the preparation for SATs has been happening since your child started at TDMS and you have 
already been a key part of supporting them with their reading, maths and homework as well as 
ensuring that they attend school every day. We ask for your continued support with this. 
 
At school we very much encourage the children to ‘try their very best’ and to be resilient in their 
approach even if they find some aspects of the tests challenging. We talk openly and honestly about 
why these tests are important to them and to us as a school. It is a time when the children can really 
show their learning and celebrate their successes in the core areas of Maths and English.  
 
You could help with mental maths by discussing time and asking questions for example, ten minutes 
until we need to leave for the bus or what time does this programme finish if it is 25 minutes long or use 
ratio for ingredients when baking and measuring liquids when making drinks or cooking. These are just 
a few ideas, there are many more opportunities throughout our daily life that can be so useful to help 
build confidence and resilience. With regards to English, you could help with literacy by asking your 
child to read signs, directions, instructions, recipes etc. Recalling spellings of words verbally through 
conversation is great practice. 
 
Families can help by explain that SATs are a way of showing what they know and that they just need to 
try their very best. They are definitely not something they should worried or stressed about. Help your 
child to ensure that they get lots of sleep will help them to be focused during the day. Electronic 
devices should be packed away at least an hour before they go to sleep with reading before bed time 
an ideal activity.  
 
Homework 
The children have been given homework CGP SAT preparation workbooks. These are to help your 
child prepare and have focused revision points each week. The books are designed to mirror the 
questions they will see in their SATs papers. This constant exposure to the questions will ensure that 
there are no surprises when the sit the real tests and remove another layer of anxiety. Homework will 
also help us to identify areas of strength and areas of development that we will use to inform our 
planning.  
 
The following sites are useful and provide another opportunity for students to practice:  
▪ http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3  

▪ http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/mental-maths  

Thank you for your continued support and if you have any further questions about the assessments 
then please let me know.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mrs de Lancey 
Head of Year 6 
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