
 

9 March 2022 
 

Attendance 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
As you know, we are keen to help and support all our students and their parents/carers to achieve the best 
possible outcomes from the school, and for students to reach their full potential. This academic year has 
continued to be a challenging one, as students have faced increased illness attributed to COVID-19 and the 
requirement to self-isolate. 
 
The half term holiday provided a ‘circuit break’ allowing students to rest and recover, and as we move 
through the second half of our spring term, we are hopeful that we can now start to increase attendance 
levels and ensure students who need it, have the right support package. 
 
School attendance is a national issue, and we are working with our partners at Worcestershire County 
Council to ensure we have procedures and protocols in place to increase the percentage attendance of all 
our students. We realise that there are occasions when students cannot attend school because they are ill, 
injured, have suffered a close family bereavement, or something of a similar nature. At these times, we fully 
understand their absence and would always endeavour to be completely supportive. However, there are 
occasions when students are absent with minor complaints when they perhaps could be in school. It is on 
these occasions where I ask for your support in getting your child into school, to ensure they have the 
greatest chance of achieving their full potential. If you have any worries or concerns about your child, please 
contact their Head of Learning so that we can ensure appropriate provision is in place for them. 
 
We know from experience that the students who are supported by parent/carers to create excellent 
attendance habits now, are those who give themselves the greatest chance to succeed in their academic 
studies and as a result, enjoy coming to school. 
 
Punctuality to school and lessons is equally as important, as attendance to school. If your child is 5 minutes 
late per day to school, they will, over the course of the academic year, miss over 16 hours of education. 
During pastoral sessions, we will be focusing on the importance of punctuality to lessons and being prepared 
to learn when our students arrive at school. 
 
Following several national safeguarding cases, the decision was made to introduce a 3 day welfare check.  
Our family support worker will visit on the third day of absence to support families and see if we can be of 
any assistance. Can I also remind you that if your child is absent from school due to illness, you should 
contact the school on the absence line, or by emailing attendance@tdms.worcs.sch.uk. 
 
If you wish to further discuss this letter or any matters affecting your child’s ability to attend school please 
contact me on sweston@tdms.worcs.sch.uk. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Stuart Weston 
Senior Deputy Headteacher 
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