
 

16 March 2022 
 

Attendance 
 
Dear Parents/Carers  
 
Last week during the tutor sessions, we concentrated on punctuality to lessons. This is very important as just 
a few minutes missed, due to being late, has a significant impact over an academic year. You can see the 
impact of this in the table below: 
 

Minutes late per day School days lost Lessons lost 

5 3.4 17 

10 6.9 35 

15 10.3 51 

20 13.8 69 

30 20.7 104 

 
Until this point, we have been allowing students 5 minutes to get to a lesson before they are deemed as being 
late. The vast majority of the students easily get to lessons on time. However, a few still take too long to get to 
lessons and take advantage of their ‘extra’ 5 minutes, reducing the amount of time they have in lessons. This 
week, we have reduced the movement time to 3 minutes. All students were told last Friday and will receive 
daily reminders.   
 
Our school attendance last week was 90.3% for our Year 6 to Year 11 students. This means that over the 
course of the week, over 1,900 hours of lesson time was missed by students at school. There is strong 
statistical evidence to show that students who have excellent attendance are more successful in school and 
achieve to a significantly higher standard. The table below highlights the link between attendance and 
learning: 
 

If your attendance over the 
school year is … 

… you will miss this many 
days… 

… and this many lessons 

95% 10 50 

90% 19 95 

85% 29 145 

80% 39 195 

75% 49 245 

70% 58 290 

 
Our target for attendance is 100%. We do understand that students do feel ill, however, we would always 
prefer for a student to try to come to school in the morning or come in during the afternoon if they feel better.  
 
If you wish to further discuss this letter or any matters affecting your child’s ability to attend school please 
contact me on sweston@tdms.worcs.sch.uk. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Stuart Weston 
Senior Deputy Headteacher 
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