
 

Wednesday 16 March 2022 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
This week felt like life was beginning to return to normal after the upheaval of the past two years. We had our 
first in-person interview since lockdown, and I am pleased to announce that we appointed Miss Haji. Miss Haji 
is a very experienced computer science teacher and will be starting with us after Easter.  
 
Year 6 and Year 11 were busy last week practising for their SAT and GCSE terminal examinations. I was 
extremely impressed with how the students in both year groups conducted themselves, with our invigilators all 
praising their behaviour and conduct during the exams. One of the Year 6 students I spoke with, told me he 
‘didn’t know what all the fuss was about’, and one of the Year 11 students commented on how this time she 
was much more confident as she knew what to expect, meaning she could really focus on revising rather than 
worrying about the silly stuff, like where she had to sit etc. As a school, we recognise that knowledge 
underpins everything we do, and absence of knowledge causes anxiety. When you combine practice with 
knowledge, that is when everything becomes easier. These practice exams have been another opportunity for 
students to practise their exam skills, and another opportunity for teachers to identify those last few gaps so 
that we can ensure that the lessons are adapted and amended accordingly. We want to make sure that all the 
students in Year 6, Year 11 and Year 13, walk out of their exams feeling like one of our Year 11 students did 
last week after one of his exams - “I reckon I’ve smashed that!” – Rory, Year 11. 
 
Retaining knowledge  
With the summer exams fast approaching, we thought it might be useful to share a piece of research that 
explains the best strategies for retaining knowledge. This useful article explains the finding of research into 
what strategies can support learning. We regularly talk to students about the best ways to revise, and this 
study highlights that testing yourself and focusing on one topic at a time, a while after you have originally 
learnt it (known as distributed practice), can be highly effective. We encourage students to use quizzing 
techniques and flash cards to support their learning, as well as following revision plans given by teachers to 
our students preparing for terminal examinations. This article explains why these strategies are effective. It is 
really important that students are revising now and doing so using the most effective learning strategies.  
 
Supporting others 
We would like to take the opportunity to thank all of those who have taken the trouble to bring in items for us 
to donate to those people who have been displaced from their homes in Ukraine. We have been overwhelmed 
by your generosity and the caring nature of our students at TDMS has made us very proud. We recognise that 
Comic Relief is this Friday (18 March 2022), and instead of asking for further donations, we would like to 
continue our focus on donating items to those in Ukraine via Teams4U, an Evesham based charity. Our Year 
6 students will taking part in specific fundraising activities for Comic Relief, and details of these can be found 
in a letter from Mrs de Lancey. Donations can also be made to Comic Relief via our Parent Pay link.   
 
Safeguarding practice time 
The aim of the focus on student behaviour is always to increase the amount of time that students can learn 
and practise in lessons, as this will support better learning. Last week, we concentrated on punctuality and 
why it is important to arrive at lessons on time, increasing the amount of time that students have to 
practise. This week, during the tutor sessions, we will be looking at behaviour for learning. This is much more 
than just following the rules and routines in the classroom, it is about demonstrating behaviour that will 
support learning such as active listening. Students who take responsibility for their work, do not interrupt 
others, are prepared for learning, and listen attentively, go on to achieve higher grades that those that don’t.   
 

https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/periodicals/dunlosky.pdf
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=7506


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reminders 
▪ Year 13  
Year 13 will have the next set of assessments, week beginning 21 March 2022. We are continuing to talk to 
students about the best ways to revise, managing their anxiety levels, and the importance of staying healthy. 
▪ Support if you can 
Miss Malin, one of our SITs and a coach at Badsey Rangers Football Club, is organising a charity football 
match / family fun on Saturday 2 April 2022 to help raise funds for one of the under 9s players who is sadly 
battling Leukemia. All funds will go to support the player’s family, to go on his dream holiday to Australia. The 
club have set up a Go Fund Me page, which you can access by clicking here. 
▪ Edulink One 
We will soon be moving all communication to Edulink One. If you have not yet signed up, then please do by 
clicking here. A simple guide to using Edulink can be found within the letter section of this letter. 

 
Vacancies 
▪ Clerk to our governing body – please see the advert and job description attached 
▪ Teacher of Mathematics 

 
Letters 
Attendance letter 
Behaviour updates letter 
Clerk to TDMS advert 2022 
Clerk to TDMS job description 2022 
EdulinkOne TDMS Parent Guide January 2022 
Homework letter 
Year 6 Comic Relief letter 
Year 8 curriculum evening letter 
Year 11 Easter revision sessions letter 
 
Keeping you up to date 
Did you know we use social media as another way of keeping you up to date with what’s going on? We post 
updates, reminders and regular messages praising and showcasing the work of our students’ amazing efforts. 
Follow us on Twitter: @TDMS_Evesham, Facebook: @TDMS.evesham and Instagram: @tdms.evesham 
 
Thank you again for all of your support. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me on 
parents@tdms.worcs.sch.uk. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Ruth Allen 
Headteacher 
 
School calendar for the next two weeks 
Thursday 17 March:  Year 7 parents’ evening 
Friday 18 March:  Year 8 ATL Report 
Monday 21 March:  Year 13 second assessment window 
Tuesday 22 March:  Year 11 drama dress rehearsal after school 
Wednesday 23 March:  Voice in a Million 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/events/4741301029331112/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5b%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_id%5C%22%3A990905845177789%7D%7D%5d%22%7D
https://www7.edulinkone.com/#!/login?code=tdms
https://www.eteach.com/job/teacher-of-mathematics-1215929
https://www.tdms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/Parents/Letters/2022-03-16/Attendance.pdf
https://www.tdms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/Parents/Letters/2022-03-16/Behaviour-updates.pdf
https://www.tdms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/Parents/Letters/2022-03-16/Clerk-to-TDMS-Advert.pdf
https://www.tdms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/Parents/Letters/2022-03-16/Clerk-to-TDMS-job-description.pdf
https://www.tdms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/Parents/Letters/2022-03-16/EdulinkOne-TDMS-Parent-Guide-January.pdf
https://www.tdms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/Parents/Letters/2022-03-16/Homework.pdf
https://www.tdms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/Parents/Letters/2022-03-16/Year-6-Comic-Relief.pdf
https://www.tdms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/Parents/Letters/2022-03-16/Year-8-curriculum-evening.pdf
https://www.tdms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/Parents/Letters/2022-03-16/Year-11-Easter-revision-sessions.pdf
mailto:parents@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

