
 

Wednesday 11 May 2022 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

This week marks an important week for our Year 6 students. They have been completing their SAT exams. 

The Year 6 team have been working hard to ensure everything continues as normally as possible and that the 

students are not put under any unnecessary pressure. The team have also planned a reward day on Friday to 

celebrate the students hard work and excellent behaviour. This week sadly is also the final week for Miss 

Gouldburn, our Year 6 SIT. I would like to say a huge thank you to Miss Gouldburn for all her hard work with 

Year 6 students. She will be sorely missed by the students, staff, and families. 

 

We have been really pleased with how our students have come back following the Easter holidays and this 
has been seen with the number of achievement points awarded so far. Achievement points are given out for 
many reasons including to those students who work hard, give an insightful answer in a discussion, produce 
an excellent piece of work, or show resilience to work through a task they find challenging. Year 7 are 
currently in the lead for this half term, having recorded a massive 1,459 achievement points since Easter! The 
tutor group with the most points so far this half term is 6CDL with 372, closely followed by 7EW who have 
364. A huge well done to all our students! 
 

Letter from the PM 

During spring term, Year 6 read 'The Boy at the Back of the Class' to develop their understanding and 
awareness of worldwide humanitarian issues and suffering. Aspects of the story were used to inspire their 
persuasive writing and develop their choice of language. During these lessons, 6CDL became passionate 
about the injustice of limiting the amount of refugees allowed into the UK. As a result of this, we researched 
the Government policy on refugees and debated, as a class, the policy. Following on from this, students were 
empowered to write to Boris Johnson and express their concerns and points of view regarding his less than 
empathetic policy on allowing refugees into the UK. Thirty individual letters were written, full of passion and 
indignation, to Downing Street, for the attention of Boris Johnson. After a few weeks wait, we were delighted 
to receive the attached reply from the Correspondence Officer. 
 

Myth busters 

Last week, we introduced Myth Busters into our tutor program with the aim of dispelling myths around 
common misconceptions when it comes to teaching. This week's Myth Buster is "Knowledge isn't important - 
we don't need to remember facts now we've got the internet". Whilst the internet is a fantastic tool to allow us 
to quickly access facts and information, it is proven that it is crucial to continue to learn information, as the 
more we know about something, the better we understand it. We must have a strong foundation of knowledge 
to develop our creativity. As Gary Bryant puts it, research has shown that “it is impossible to think creatively 
without a sound basis of knowledge to work from, as the working memory is flooded with new information to 
process, and it becomes incapable of innovative thought. This is where the learning of facts and the 
understanding of concepts becomes all the more important.” Your child will be learning about this during their 
tutor sessions. Please find attached further information and links to readings on the research and how we 
embed this at TDMS.  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Ukrainian students 
As you may be aware, we are very pleased to be able to begin to welcome 
Ukrainian students to TDMS. In order to support the families still suffering, one of 
our parents has kindly created charity ribbons in the colours of the Ukrainian 
flag. We are asking for a minimum donation of £1 for each ribbon, and 
representatives from the school council will be selling them during tutor time over 
the next few weeks. The more we sell, the more we can support this very sad 
and worthy cause. Alternatively, if you would prefer to make a donation from 
home, a JustGiving page has been set up. If you make a donation online, please 
email Mr Goffe on mgoffe@thefourstones.co.uk so that he can make sure you 
receive the number of ribbons you have paid for. Please be aware that the 
ribbons are not appropriate for children under the age of 10 as they have small 
parts on them. 

 

 
School council 

The school council will be meeting this week to continue their work on preparing to launch the new house 
system. In the spring term, they collated different ideas for themes and then put these back to a tutor group 
vote. The results were close, and ‘inspirational people’ came out on top. Since then, they have met to shortlist 
inspirational people who represent our school values and that our students will be inspired by. This will go 
back to a whole school vote, as they felt it was imperative that all students have a say in creating their new 
house system. Alongside this, they are working on what the school values of integrity, commitment, creativity, 
and ambition mean for a student at TDMS and will be sharing their ideas and work via assemblies in summer 
2. Furthermore, they are working with the Interact Club to prepare a renovation of the Jubilee Garden and 
organising a charity event for Cancer Research next half term.  
 
Parent/carer survey 
Every term we ask for your feedback on how we are doing. Please click the link or the QR code for this term’s 
questionnaire. It takes minutes to complete, and feedback will help us to improve. Please support us by letting 
us know what you think is going well and what you think we need to continue to work on.  

 

 
 
Height and weight checks for Year 6 – Friday 20 May  
Every year in England, school children in Reception and Year 6 have their height and weight checked at 
school as part of the National Child Measurement Programme. Height and weight measurements are used to 
calculate weight status. They collect this information because it is in the public interest to understand how 
many children are overweight, healthy weight, or underweight. Your child’s class will take part in this year’s 
programme. The checks are carried out by registered school nurses or trained health care providers. Children 
are measured fully clothed, except for their coats and shoes, in a private space away from other students. The 
programme will be delivered in a COVID-safe way, in line with the school and local authority’s safety control 
measures and national guidance for schools and healthcare. A document is attached for your information.  
 
Reminders 
▪ Edulink One 
We will soon be moving all communication to Edulink One. If you have not yet signed up, then please do by 
clicking here. A simple guide to using Edulink can be found within the letter section of this letter. 

 
Vacancies 
Teacher of social sciences 
Teacher of Computer Science 
Teacher of French 
Exams and Data Officer 
School Improvement Partner (SIP) 
Teacher of Science 
Teacher of PE 
Teacher of Music 
Achievement Leader 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/westandwithukraine137
mailto:mgoffe@thefourstones.co.uk
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=57NKppQY20y6hMH2nQiI7TX9edmda8hBtJ7lpQjKj4NUM09QSFRUQTY0UFZSOFhTU1JNSlE2OVdUNi4u&web=1&wdLOR=c01857670-AA24-424B-B28A-19FB0963C26B
https://www7.edulinkone.com/#!/login?code=tdms
https://www.eteach.com/job/teacher-of-social-sciences-1236696
https://www.eteach.com/job/teacher-of-computer-science-1236681
https://www.eteach.com/job/teacher-of-french-1236661
https://www.eteach.com/job/exams-and-data-officer-1234252
https://www.eteach.com/job/school-improvement-partner-sip-1233783
https://www.eteach.com/job/teacher-of-science-1231044
https://www.eteach.com/job/teacher-of-pe-1231043
https://www.eteach.com/job/teacher-of-music-1231037
https://www.eteach.com/job/achievement-leader-1231034


 
  

 

Letters 
EdulinkOne TDMS Parent Guide January 2022 
Mental health provision presentation letter 
Myth Buster 2 – Knowledge 
Refugee Downing Street letter 
Year 6 height and weight checks information 
Year 7 - Year 10 curriculum and assessment plans letter 
Year 9 drug workshop letter 
Year 13 exam leave and exam results day letter 
 
Keeping you up to date 
Did you know we use social media as another way of keeping you up to date with what’s going on? We post 
updates, reminders and regular messages praising and showcasing the work of our students’ amazing efforts. 
Follow us on Twitter: @TDMS_Evesham, Facebook: @TDMS.evesham and Instagram: @tdms.evesham 
 
Thank you again for all of your support. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me on 
parents@tdms.worcs.sch.uk. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Ruth Allen 
Headteacher 
 
School calendar for the next two weeks 
Friday 13 May:  Year 11 celebration day 
Friday 20 May:  Year 6 height and weight checks 

 
 
 

https://www.tdms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/Parents/Letters/2022-05-11/EdulinkOne-TDMS-Parent-Guide-January-2022.pdf
https://www.tdms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/Parents/Letters/2022-05-11/Mental-health-provision-presentation-letter.pdf
https://www.tdms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/Parents/Letters/2022-05-11/Myth-Buster-2-Knowledge.pdf
https://www.tdms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/Parents/Letters/2022-05-11/Refugee-Downing-Street-letter.pdf
https://www.tdms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/Parents/Letters/2022-05-11/Year-6-height-and-weight-checks-information.pdf
https://www.tdms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/Parents/Letters/2022-05-11/Year-7-Year-10-curriculum-and-assessment-plans-letter.pdf
https://www.tdms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/Parents/Letters/2022-05-11/Year-9-drug-workshop-letter.pdf
https://www.tdms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/Parents/Letters/2022-05-11/Year-13-exam-leave-and-exam-results-day-letter.pdf
mailto:parents@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

