
 

18 May 2022 
 

Year 10 update 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
School attendance has been in the news recently as last week the government published the schools bill.  
The bill covers several areas, but one key focus is the change to rules for attendance.   
 
Local Authorities will now be required to use their powers to promote good attendance. Previously they had 
some discretion in this area. Schools will also need to publish how they use their powers to promote good 
attendance. 
 
The government is also planning to speed up the issuing of school attendance orders, which are issued by 
the Local Authority on behalf of schools, to parents/carers of absent students. School attendance orders are 
a precursor to absence fines. It is not currently against the law for parents who have been issued with an 
order to withdraw their child from school. This will become a crime under the proposed legislation. The 
maximum penalty for breaching an attendance order will increase to a £2,500 fine or up to 3 months’ 
imprisonment. 
 
On the publication of the bill, the Education Secretary, Nadhim Zahawi stated: 
 
“There’s no doubt in my mind that being in school is crucial to a child’s learning and development. So, we 
want schools to have an attendance policy that sets clear expectations for staff, pupils and parents alike.” 
 
“If children are routinely absent from school, it is going to do incalculable harm to their life chances. Having a 
strict approach, where attendance is simply non-negotiable, will help schools to deal with absenteeism when 
it arises.” 
 
You can see the full article in The Independent. 
 
We know that attendance at school is very a very important factor in student attainment. Research 
conducted for the Department for Education showed that there is a clear link between attendance and 
attainment. The report stated: 
 
“For each KS2 and KS4 measure, overall absence had a statistically significant negative link to attainment - 
i.e. every extra day missed was associated with a lower attainment outcome.” 
 
Our attendance last week was 88.5%. Our year group attendance this year is 90%. Of course, we 
understand that when a student is genuinely too ill to come to school they should stay at home. However, 
there are occasions when students are absent with minor complaints when they perhaps could be in school. 
It is on these occasions where I ask for your support in getting your child into school to ensure they have the 
greatest chance of achieving to their full potential. 
 
 
 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/nadhim-zahawi-education-secretary-schools-amanda-spielman-robert-halfon-b2077112.html


 

 
Last week, we saw a reduction in overall detentions across the year group. Within this number however, a 
large percentage of these detentions were for not following instructions. This is one of the core behaviours 
within the school and forms the basis of our drive for students to display high levels of manners and courtesy 
around the school. I hope that in the last two weeks of this half term, our attendance figure will improve and 
will soon meet the school target of 97%.   
 
If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact me on 
aballantine@tdms.worcs.sch.uk. 
 
Your sincerely 

 
Mr Ballantine 
Year 10 Head of Learning 
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