
 

 

7 September 2022 
 

Year 8 Homework Timetable  
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
If a student completes an hour’s homework per school night for five years, it is the equivalent of an 

extra year at school. 

There are numerous studies which highlight the correlation between exam success and homework, and it is 
well known that learning at home is an essential part of a good education. Regular homework is extremely 
important, since it establishes good study habits, eases time constraints on the amount of curricular 
material that can be covered in class and it supplements and reinforces the work completed in school. 
Research shows that there are many benefits of students regularly completing homework, such as: 
 
▪ The increased progress from 12 months in a year to a possible 20 months; 
▪ The increased retention of knowledge; 
▪ More rapid progress in learning; 
▪ An opportunity to apply what has been learnt in new contexts or situations; 
▪ An improved work ethic through improved study habits; 
▪ A chance to integrate skills with knowledge and concepts; 
▪ Improved self-direction and self-discipline 
▪ Improved time management skills 
 
At TDMS, we firmly believe that getting into good study habits and building routines is the key to success. 
As such, we expect students in Year 8 to complete homework on school nights only – Sunday to Thursday 
– which means that no homework is to be completed on the weekend. Building routines early on well 
ensure that foundations are secure, enabling all students to cope as homework demands increase in later 
years.  
 
To support students as they transition from Year 7 to Year 8, homework will be implemented in two phases 
across the year. In the autumn term, students will complete daily reading (5 x 30 minutes), daily Hegarty 
Maths (4 x 30 minutes) and online quizzing homework via Carousel Learning in 15-minute chunks. In the 
spring term, an additional Hegarty Maths homework will be incorporated into the timetable and the online 
quizzing homework via Carousel Learning will increase from 15-minute to 20-minute chunks.    
 
During the autumn term, students in Year 8 are expected to complete the following every week: 
1. Daily reading: reading logs will be used to monitor daily reading – these will be checked by tutors each 

week.  
2. Daily maths: students will complete Hegarty Maths tasks on a daily basis.  
3. Online quizzing: all subjects except maths, art, PE and music will set online quizzing homework. 

Students in Year 8 are expected to complete daily quizzing in 15-minute chunks.  
4. Music: one music listening task will be set by the class teacher.  
 
 
 
 



 

Year 8 autumn term homework timetable 
 

Sunday 

     Daily reading 
Daily Hegarty Maths 

Online quizzing via 
Carousel Learning 
       Subject 1 

Online quizzing via 
Carousel Learning 
       Subject 2 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday  

How long?       30 minutes 30 minutes      15 minutes       15 minutes 

Total hours per week=7 hours 

 
Reading homework 
Reading underpins everything that our students do in school. We believe that our students are entitled to 
become competent, resilient and fluent readers by: equipping them with a range of skills and strategies; 
promoting reading of challenging texts; and developing an appreciation of a wealth of literature to build 
upon their cultural capital. Evidence suggests that children who read every day not only perform better in 
tests than those who don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary, increased general knowledge and a 
better understanding of other cultures. A recent Department for Education study showed that there “is a 
difference in reading performance equivalent to just over a year's schooling between young people who 
never read for enjoyment and those who read for up to 30 minutes per day”. At The Four Stones MAT, we 
recognise the importance of reading and expect that every student should be reading every day for a 
minimum of 30 minutes. 
 

Hegarty Maths 
Hegarty Maths provides full coverage of the curriculum up to and including GCSE. New material is 
introduced in the videos through well-explained reference to its pre-requisite building blocks. All skills are 
demonstrated through carefully scaffolded examples. Students can revisit any concept to get further 
practice over time to improve working memory and confidence. The methods used by the site are based on 
the cognitive science behind successful teaching and learning. Students should watch the videos, make 
notes and complete the quiz on a particular topic which tests their understanding of the content. Their work 
is marked after every question and a final mark given at the end. Students may retake the quiz as many 
times as they like to improve their scores and revisit any model answers in the video throughout the quiz if 
further support is required. It is a fantastic learning tool. 

Online quizzing 
Interactive online packages support students’ learning by testing what they have learnt in class and then 
providing instant feedback. Through the use of self-marking quizzes combined with teacher feedback, 
online quizzes give students a clear picture of their progress and help them take steps to improve their 
results. Students can access a wealth of reliable, curriculum-mapped materials to support their learning and 
help fill the gaps in their knowledge. There are various online packages available, but at The Four Stones 
MAT we will use a limited, well-chosen selection to ensure an effective revision approach is in place to 
support our students, as well as to mitigate against the need for too many logins. In Year 8, students will 
use Carousel Learning to complete their online quizzing homework. 
 
Music 
Music will set weekly listening tasks which will allow students to develop analytical skills through listening to 
a broad range of musical styles. 
 
To support Year 8 students as they transition back to school, autumn term homework will be implemented in 
two stages. 
 
 
 
 



 

Stage 1 – w/c 5 September 2022 
Reading will be launched during the week commencing 5th September in tutorial. Your child’s tutor will 
complete an introductory lesson to the first tutor read and provide an accompanying booklet, reading 
schedule and reading log. Hegarty Maths will also be launched during the week commencing 5th September 
in students’ maths lessons. The maths team will remind students of their log-ins, ensure that they 
understand the expectations surrounding Hegarty Maths and are clear about the tasks that are to be 
completed each week.  
 
Stage 3 – w/c 19 September 2022 
Subject teachers will issue online quizzing homework during the week commencing 12th September. 
Teachers will ensure that students refer to their homework schedule and write the homework details into 
their planner.  
 
Homework detentions 
It is essential that students develop good study habits. C2 homework detentions will be issued for non-
completion. If your child does not complete a piece of homework, you will receive a text message and we 
ask that you work closely with us to reiterate homework expectations and to support your child to develop 
good study habits.  
 
Supporting organisation 
To support students’ organisation, all students will be expected to write the homework timetable into their 
planner. This gives an overview of which subject(s) homework is set for each day. 
 
Homework Support 
To ensure that our students are fully supported, a staffed homework club is available every day during 
school. This is open to all students and provides a calm environment in which to complete homework. It 
allows access to books, computers and printers. Those students who miss homework deadlines may be 
asked to attend a compulsory homework club for a period of time to support them to improve their 
organisational skills and homework habits.  
 
If you require further information about homework at TDMS, please visit the homework section of our 
website.  
 
We look forward to working with you in September to ensure that your child is successful at school by 
supporting them with their homework. If you would like further information relating to homework or would 
like to discuss the information in this letter, please do not hesitate to contact me at school.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Miss Green  
Assistant Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 8 autumn term homework timetable 

 

   Sunday A      Monday A      Tuesday A    Wednesday A    Thursday A       Friday A 

Hegarty  
Maths 
Reading 

Hegarty  
Maths 
Reading 

Hegarty  
Maths 
Reading 

Hegarty  
Maths 
Reading 

Reading 
 

 
8a1 Geography 
8a2 Science 
8a3 History 
8a4 Science 

8a1 French 
8a1 Computing 
8a2 French 
8a2 Art 
8a3 Music 

8a1 DT 
8a2 Food 
8a3 French 
8a4 Drama 
8a5 DT 

8a1 Art 
8a1 Science 
8a3 Food 
8a3 Art 
8a4 French 
8a4 Music 

8a1 History 
8a2 DT 
8a3 Computing 
8a4 History 
8a4 Art 

 

   Sunday B      Monday B      Tuesday B    Wednesday B    Thursday B       Friday B 

Hegarty 
Maths 
Reading 

Hegarty 
Maths 
Reading 

Hegarty 
Maths 
Reading 

Hegarty  
Maths 
Reading 

Reading 
 

 
8a2 History 
8a4 Geography  

8a2 Computing 
8a2 Geography 
8a3 Computing 
8a3 Geography 

8a2 Drama  
8a3 Science 

8a1 Food 
8a3 DT 
8a3 Drama 
8a4 Food 
8a5 Drama 

8a1 Drama 
8a2 Music 
8a4 DT 
8a5 Food 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Reading in Year 8 
 

“The more you read, the better you get at it; the better you get at it, the more you like it; and the more you 

like it, the more you do it. And the more you read, the more you know; and the more you know, the smarter 

you grow.” 

~ Jim Trelease 

Aims 

▪ To increase the amount of time that students spend reading each week. 
▪ To ensure that students read a greater range and number of texts. 
▪ To improve students’ comprehension and inference skills. 
▪ To support students in reading challenging texts that link to the curriculum. 
▪ To improve students’ reading ages. 
 

Expectations 

▪ Students will read for 30 minutes each night (5 nights per week). 
▪ All Year 8 students will be set nine texts to read throughout the year according to a centralised schedule 

provided in tutorial. The text list comprises of fiction and non-fiction texts which have been carefully 
selected by each curriculum area to provide a breadth of knowledge, and to build upon work completed 
in each subject area. 

▪ To ensure that reading remains a priority, students will be expected to complete a reading log on a daily 
basis. Students will be expected to fill in the book title and pages numbers of the pages read that 
evening with parents/carers signing alongside the completed line. Tutors will check reading logs on a 
weekly basis during a designated tutorial. A C3 no-homework sanction will be issued for each occasion 
of non-completion. 

▪ If students read ahead of the schedule during the set time, they will be encouraged to read books of their 
own choice. Regular competitions will be held to promote additional reading. 

 

Reading Log Example 

     Date      Book Title      Page Numbers  Parent/carer signature 

07/09/2020 Lord of the Flies    5 to 18     Mrs Smith 

08/09/2020    

09/09/2020    

10/09/2020    

11/09/2020    

 

Vocabulary Log Example 

   Word Page No. Definition Etymology     Synonym  Example 

      

 


