
 

 

7 September 2022 
 

Year 10 welcome 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I hope that you and your family had a relaxing and well-deserved break after what was a very long 
academic year. It was great to welcome the Year 10 students back today to TDMS to start what will be a 
very important year. 
 
Tutor team 
As I detailed in my letter at the end of the last academic year, Miss Morton will not be back to the school 
until later in the next academic year, therefore, in the interim, I will be supporting the Year 10 students this 
year as acting Head of Year. Mrs Waters will continue to be the achievement leader for the year group, as 
a reminder, I have included the Year 10 tutors below: 
 

Form Tutor 

10Co Mr Field 

10Cr Miss Gunter, with Mrs Lippett for one day a week (Friday) 

10Am2 Miss Thomas, with Mrs Scholefield for one day a fortnight (Monday Week B) 

10Am1 Mrs Stanley 

10In Mr Pinder 

 
This is a very important year for your child as they start their GCSE courses. Success in GCSE courses is 
not about revision at the end of Year 11, it is about the consistent hard work and determination that 
students show throughout the two years of the course. The commitment that students show to their courses 
during Year 10 will be invaluable as they prepare for the examinations at the end of Year 11. 
 
There are two essential elements that support learning in lessons, good attendance and behaviour for 
learning, these are the areas that we will be concentrating on at the start of the year. 
 
Attendance 
Our attendance target for this year is 100%. Attendance is crucial to attainment; all of the recent research 
confirms the link between success at GCSE and attendance. It shows that shows that students with no 
absence are 2.2 times more likely to achieve 5 or more GCSEs or equivalent at grade 4 or above including 
English and mathematics than students missing 10-15 per cent of KS4 sessions. I ask for your support in 
getting your child into school to ensure they have the greatest chance of achieving to their full potential. If 
you have any worries or concerns about your child please contact Mrs Waters or myself so that we can 
make sure they have the support they need. 
 
Behaviour 
Success in examinations is often due to hard work, determination and commitment. During this year we will 
also be concentrating on behaviour for learning, of course this means that students’ should follow our basic 
expectations in lessons, not disrupting the learning of others in the class. However, equally as important, it 
is about being prepared for lessons and committing to their own learning. This means that students should 
arrive to school and lessons on time making sure that they have the equipment that they need for the 



 

school day, It also means that students need to show commitment to work outside school, completing 
homework on time, to the best of their ability.  
 
Uniform 
Last year, I was very impressed with the standards of uniform in Year 9. It is always a pleasure to see our 
students taking pride in their appearance. If a student arrives at school without the correct uniform, we will 
always support them to correct this. However, if this is not possible, we ask that the student remains in 
isolation until the situation is resolved. I look forward to seeing the excellent uniform standards that Year 10 
students will set this year.  
 
Equipment 
This letter is an opportunity to remind you of the equipment we expect students to have in school with them. 
I was pleased to see lots of students fully equipped and ready to learn in so many lessons last term. The 
time taken providing forgotten equipment for a lesson adds up over a week, a month, a year, and is time 
taken from learning. As a school, we do everything to minimise the impact of this, to ensure students have 
the best opportunity for success, by checking everyone is equipped at the start of the day. However, it is up 
to students to take responsibility for their equipment during the school day. Below is a reminder of what 
your child needs every day:  
 
▪ Exercise books 
▪ Homework planner 
▪ 100% sheets 
▪ Pen and a spare 
▪ Pencil 
▪ Ruler 
▪ PE Kit (when timetabled) 
 
Morning meetings 
Finally, we have moved our 30 minute tutor slot to the morning, and these are now designated as morning 
meetings. These sessions will be focused on upholding our new four school values of Ambition, Integrity, 
Commitment and Creativity, and they will provide a consistent and positive start for all students and enable 
us to fully prepare them for lessons. We will have opportunities in these morning meetings for the students 
to focus on retrieval practice and developing positive character values, amongst many others. Two 
meetings each week will be dedicated to the development of literacy through our TDMS Tutor Reads 
programme. The sessions will be used also to check attendance, equipment, and support with uniform 
expectations. Most importantly, morning meetings will give us a chance to celebrate our successes as a 
year group on a daily and weekly basis. 
 
I am looking forward to working with your child this year, supporting them to have a successful year. 
 
As always, if you have any queries or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me on 
sweston@tdms.worcs.sch.uk or Mrs Waters (lwaters@tdms.worcs.sch.uk), our Achievement Leader for 
Year 10. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Stuart Weston 
Deputy Headteacher  
 
 

mailto:sweston@tdms.worcs.sch.uk
mailto:lwaters@tdms.worcs.sch.uk

