
 

 

7 September 2022 
 

Year 11 welcome 
 
Welcome back and here we go! 8 months, minus school holidays left until the terminal exams – GCSE. 
There really is no time to waste! Every minute of every lesson counts. We will be relentless in our pursuit to 
ensure our students maximize this time. This will encompass all aspects of school life. Teachers will be 
delivering highly challenging lessons, students will be expected to engage in these lessons, and behaviour 
protocols will, (as ever) be adhered to.  
 
This year, we will do everything possible to ensure your child achieves their potential. We will focus on high 
quality teaching with additional sessions offered during the school day and after school. These sessions are 
to cement learning in lessons, extend students’ access to higher grades and address misconceptions. A full 
timetable of these sessions will be released in due course.  
 
Attendance 
Our attendance target for this year is 100%.  Attendance is crucial to attainment; all of the recent research 
confirms the link between success at GCSE and attendance. It shows that shows that students with no 
absence are 2.2 times more likely to achieve 5 or more GCSEs or equivalent at grade 4 or above including 
English and mathematics than students missing 10-15 per cent of KS4 sessions. I ask for your support in 
getting your child into school to ensure they have the greatest chance of achieving to their full potential. If 
you have any worries or concerns about your child please contact Mrs Malin or myself so that we can make 
sure they have the support they need. 
 
Uniform 
Last year, I was very impressed with the standards of uniform in Year 10. It is always a pleasure to see our 
students taking pride in their appearance. If a student arrives at school without the correct uniform, we will 
always support them to correct this. However, if this is not possible, we ask that the student remains in 
isolation until the situation is resolved. I look forward to seeing the excellent uniform standards that Year 11 
students will set this year.  
 
Equipment 
This letter is an opportunity to remind you of the equipment we expect students to have in school with them. 
I was pleased to see lots of students fully equipped and ready to learn in so many lessons last term. The 
time taken providing forgotten equipment for a lesson adds up over a week, a month, a year, and is time 
taken from learning. As a school, we do everything to minimise the impact of this, to ensure students have 
the best opportunity for success, by checking everyone is equipped at the start of the day. However, it is up 
to students to take responsibility for their equipment during the school day. Below is a reminder of what 
your child needs every day:  
 

  



 

▪ Exercise books 
▪ Homework planner 
▪ 100% sheets 
▪ Pen and a spare 
▪ Pencil 
▪ Ruler 
▪ PE Kit (when timetabled) 
 
Tutor team 
The names of our tutor groups have been changed to reflect and embed our school values of Ambition, 
Commitment, Integrity and Creativity. We want all our students to demonstrate these values in everything 
that they do. A reminder of the Year 11 tutor team is listed below: 
 

Form Tutor 

11Cr Mrs Causer, with Mrs Lippett one day a week (Wednesday) 

11Co1 Mr Hooley 

11In1 Miss Povey 

11In2 Miss Buckley 

11Am Miss Hopkins 

11Co2 Mr Jennings 

 
Morning meetings 
As you will be aware, we have moved our 30 minute tutor slot to the morning, and these are now 
designated as morning meetings. These sessions will be focused on upholding our new four school values 
of Ambition, Integrity, Commitment and Creativity, and they will provide a consistent and positive start for all 
students and enable us to fully prepare them for lessons. We will have opportunities in these morning 
meetings for the students to focus on retrieval practice and developing positive character values, amongst 
many others. Academic subject sessions will also be delivered during these morning meetings to further 
help prepare you son/daughter for their GCSE examinations. The sessions will be used also to check 
attendance, equipment, and support with uniform expectations. Most importantly, morning meetings will 
give us a chance to celebrate our successes as a year group on a daily and weekly basis. 
 
As ever, I thank you for your support of TDMS as we strive to enable your child to reach their full potential. 
For this to happen we need to ensure that their learning is in the forefront of thoughts and decisions. A vital 
way of doing this is ensuring that school rules are supported and adhered to so education can be the focus 
every day.  
 
I hope you will join us on Thursday 8 September 2022 at 5.45pm where we, as a school will give you 
information to help you support your child through this vital few months.  
 
As ever, if there are any issues please contact myself (aballantine@tdms.worcs.sch.uk) or Mrs Malin 
(kmalin@tdms.worcs.sch.uk), our Achievement Leader for Year 11.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr Ballantine 
Head of Year 11 
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