
 

 

7 September 2022 
 

Year 9 welcome 
 
Dear Parent/Carers 
 
Welcome back to TDMS. I hope you have had a relaxing and enjoyable summer. It was great to welcome 
your child into Year 9.  
 
It’s an exciting time to be joining us as we seek to embed our values: Ambition, Commitment, Creativity and 
Integrity across all areas of school life. We are ambitious for ourselves as individuals and of each other – 
both staff and students. That together we set high expectations and standards of ourselves and strive to 
achieve excellence in all that we do, however small. Commitment will be shown through consistently 
delivering on those expectations, going the extra mile to get the job done and giving 100% in all that we do, 
approaching everything with a “can do attitude” as a community. Integrity will be us all doing the right thing - 
even when that means facing a difficulty or challenge. We will treat others with respect and honesty, take 
care of our environment and utilise knowledge and understanding wisely. Creativity will underpin all that we 
do as well absorb new knowledge and seek innovative solutions for ourselves -students and staff alike – so 
that we achieve everything we are capable of. We believe in these values, and they will form the backbone 
of our student and school character for years to come. 
 
Year 9 is an exciting year, the first year of high school. During this academic year we will be looking at the 
GCSE options available to your child. Making curriculum choices in Year 9 is a very important decision as it 
will shape your child’s next two years and beyond. It is an exciting opportunity for them to think carefully 
about their future aspirations and how they can build upon their strengths to achieve them. Further 
information about the options process will be sent out in due course.  
 
Morning meetings 
As you may be aware, we have moved our 30 minute tutor slot to the morning, and these are now 
designated as morning meetings. These sessions will be focused on upholding our new four school values 
of Ambition, Integrity, Commitment and Creativity, and they will provide a consistent and positive start for all 
students and enable us to fully prepare them for lessons. We will have opportunities in these morning 
meetings for the students to focus on retrieval practice and developing positive character values, amongst 
many others. Two meetings each week will be dedicated to the development of literacy through our TDMS 
Tutor Reads programme. The sessions will be used also to check attendance, equipment, and support with 
uniform expectations. Most importantly, morning meetings will give us a chance to celebrate our successes 
as a year group on a daily and weekly basis. 
 
Attendance 
Our attendance target for this year is 100%. Excellent attendance is crucial and recent research has 
confirmed that there is a link between success at GCSE and attendance. I ask for your support in getting 
your child into school to ensure they have the greatest chance of achieving to their full potential.  
 

  



 

Equipment 
This letter is an opportunity to remind you of the equipment we expect students to have in school with them. 
The time taken providing forgotten equipment for a lesson adds up over a week, a month, a year, and is 
time taken from learning. As a school, we do everything to minimise the impact of this, to ensure students 
have the best opportunity for success, by checking everyone is equipped at the start of the day. However, it 
is up to students to take responsibility for their equipment during the school day. Below is a reminder of 
what your child needs every day:  
 
▪ Exercise books 
▪ Homework planner 
▪ 100% sheets 
▪ Pen and a spare 
▪ Pencil 
▪ Ruler 
▪ PE Kit (when timetabled) 
 
I understand the safety aspect of your child having a mobile phone on them during their journey to and from 
school, however during school hours mobile phones will need to be switched off and in their bags.   
 
Uniform 
Last year, I was very impressed with the standards of uniform in Year 8. It is always a pleasure to see our 
students taking pride in their appearance. If a student arrives at school without the correct uniform, we will 
always support them to correct this. However, if this is not possible, we ask that the student remains in 
isolation until the situation is resolved. I look forward to seeing the excellent uniform standards that Year 9 
students will set this year.  
  
Tutor team 
The names of our tutor groups have been changed to reflect and embed our school values of Ambition, 
Commitment, Integrity and Creativity. We want all our students to demonstrate these values in everything 
that they do. A reminder of the year 9 tutor team is listed below: 
 

Form Tutor 

9Am Ms Herbert 

9Co Mr Stephens 

9In Mr A Jones 

9Cr1 Mr Calvert 

9Cr2 Miss Reese 

 
 
I am looking forward to working with your child this year and enabling them to have a successful year.  
 
If you have any questions please contact me on tcharlton@tdms.worcs.sch.uk or the school office. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Mrs Charlton  
Head of Year 9 
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