
 

 

28 September 2022 
 

Attendance and maximising potential – Year 11 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
As you are aware, we are keen to help and support all our students and their parents/carers to achieve the 
best possible outcomes from the school and reach their full potential. There is strong statistical evidence to 
show that students who have excellent attendance are more successful in school, and achieve to a 
significantly higher standard. The table below highlights the link between attendance and learning: 

 

If your attendance over the 
school year is … 

… you will miss this many 
days… 

… and this many lessons 

95% 10 50 

90% 19 95 

85% 29 145 

80% 39 195 

75% 49 245 

70% 58 290 

 
Our expectation is for all students to have 100% attendance to school and all lessons. This means that 
students get the most out of their learning.  
 
The importance of attendance was highlighted in our recent Year 11 results. They results show that 
students with no absence are 2.2 times more likely to achieve 5 or more GCSEs or equivalent at grade 4 or 
above including English and mathematics, than students missing 10 to 15 per cent of lessons. 
 
Year 11 attendance is currently 91.6% - an absence rate of 8.4%. This means that so far this academic 
year, Year 11 students have missed over 504 hours of learning. Clearly, considering the importance of the 
link between attendance and achievement, reduction of this absence rate in Year 11 is critical. Well done to 
all those students who have 100% attendance so far. These students will be recognised with achievement 
points, and during Friday’s student showcase. 
 
We do realise that there are occasions when students cannot attend school. At these times we fully 
understand their absence and are completely supportive. However, there are occasions when students are 
absent with minor complaints when they perhaps could be in school. It is on these occasions where I ask 
for your support in getting your child into school, to ensure they have the greatest chance of achieving to 
their full potential. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me on aballantine@tdms.worcs.sch.uk. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr Ballantine 
Head of Year 11 
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