
 

 

19 October 2022 
 

Safety, health, and wellbeing 
 
Dear Parents/Carers  
 
As we reach the end of our first autumn half term at TDMS, we wanted to share some key information with 
you surrounding student safety, health, and wellbeing.  
 
The SHARP system 
A reminder of this online reporting tool which allows our students to share any worries or concerns they 
might have for themselves or a friend. Students access the SHARP system via our TDMS homepage, 
completing a report form. The more detail included, the swifter we can be in our response to the issue 
raised. Once sent, a notification is received by our safeguarding team, consisting of our Designated 
Safeguarding Lead (DSL), Achievement Leaders (Deputy DSLs) and Heads of Year. 
 
Vaping 
Schools across the country are reporting an increase in the amount of young people vaping (using e-
cigarettes) and we too have had to deal with incidents of students vaping since September. Vaping is still 
relatively new and research is now being published showing how harmful it can be. Many of you will have 
seen the news headlines about Ewan Fisher from Nottingham, the then Year 11 student, who was on life 
support after suffering serious respiratory failure which doctors linked to the e-cigarette liquid.   
 
Action on Smoking and Health (ASH) has recently produced a resource for parents/carers on youth vaping 
which can be found here. The statistics are showing that young people aged 11-17 who have tried vaping 
or are current users, is on the increase. It also highlights that attitudes to vaping are changing, with young 
people now admitting they are addicted. Many of the vaping liquids on the market contain nicotine. Whilst 
many adult smokers have used vapes or e-cigarettes in order to help them to quit smoking, it is not 
recommended that non-smokers take up vaping.  
 
At TDMS, we do not allow any smoking paraphernalia (this includes vapes and e-cigarettes) on the school 
site. Likewise, we also do not expect students to being using any of these products in the wider community 
whilst wearing our school uniform. If a child is caught in or out of school using a vape, they can expect a 
robust sanction to be put in place by the school. We want to ensure that parents/carers are working with the 
school to try and stop our young people from experimenting with a substance that is harmful to their health. 
Therefore please take the time to read the information provided and talk to your child about the content. 
Thank you in advance for your support. 
 
Operation Encompass 
TDMS is part of a national scheme called Operation Encompass which operates jointly between schools 
and police forces. Operation Encompass is the reporting to schools, within 24-48 hours, when a young 
person has experienced domestic abuse. This ensures we have up to date relevant information about a 
child’s circumstances and can enable support to be put in place if required. The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 
recognises the impact of domestic abuse on children, as victims in their own right, if they see, hear, or 
experience the effects of abuse. The definition captures a range of different abusive behaviours, including 
physical, emotional, economic abuse, and coercive and controlling behaviour.  

https://ash.org.uk/resources/view/use-of-e-cigarettes-among-young-people-in-great-britain


 

Refuge runs the National Domestic Abuse Helpline, which can be called free of charge and in confidence, 
24 hours a day on 0808 2000 247. The Refuge website provides guidance and support for potential victims, 
as well as those who are worried about friends and loved ones. Further information for specialist sources of 
support can be found here via the Home Office.   
 
Winter 
As the dark nights begin to draw in after this half term break, a reminder to make sure that if your child is 
walking or using a scooter/bicycle they should have reflective strips possibly on their rucksack/school bag 
or outer jacket to aid visibility. Helmets should also be worn at all times with scooters/bicycles. Students 
need to be more vigilant if travelling between locations by themselves during the winter months and we 
encourage you to establish a routine with your child so that you are always reassured of their whereabouts. 
We are concerned that too many students walk with their heads down staring at their mobile phones on the 
approach to, and exit from school completely unaware of potential dangers such as: moving vehicles; 
obstructions; other pedestrians; and those seeking to deliberately do harm.  
 
We hope all our students and families will enjoy spending some quality time together during the extended 
half term break. Please encourage your young person to spend time away from their electronic gadgets 
and engage in other activities that support their physical and mental wellbeing, which could be a shared 
experience with a relative or friends.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me on aallen@the4stones.co.uk. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs A Allen 
Deputy Headteacher  
 
 

https://www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk/?_ga=2.239535360.2066730959.1665860580-409653177.1665860580
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/domestic-abuse-get-help-for-specific-needs-or-situations/domestic-abuse-specialist-sources-of-support
mailto:aallen@the4stones.co.uk

