
 

 

16 November 2022 
 

Literacy support 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Reading is fundamental to ensuring that your child has the brightest future possible in terms of life choices 
and opportunities after TDMS. The research and evidence illustrate that a strong reading age, and 
confidence with comprehension, reading and grammar is a solid indicator to successful performance in all 
examination subjects at the end of Year 11 and Year 13.  
 
With the above in mind, at TDMS we are working hard to nurture the literacy skills of all our students and to 
engage our staff in training opportunities to learn from the latest educational research. Ensuring our 
students access, and confidently use, the academic language of school is essential and so during 
November, staff will take part in further professional development focusing on the delivery of explicit 
vocabulary instruction in the classroom (the direct and purposeful teaching of new vocabulary words). 
When a child, or adult, possesses a broad vocabulary, any new or unfamiliar idea or term they come across 
is more likely to be linked to what they know and therefore better understood.  
 
Successful reading is so fundamental to all learning that we have to ensure our approach is as effective as 
it can be. During lessons across all year groups, we will be supporting your child in reading aloud by: 
 
▪ Modelling good reading to demonstrate how to read aloud with expression and enthusiasm 
▪ Introducing new vocabulary that will be displayed on the board 
▪ Requesting that all students read, despite ability, to build students’ confidence 
▪ Creating an atmosphere whereby it is okay to make mistakes 
▪ Encouraging and modelling fix-it strategies 
▪ Sounding out unfamiliar vocabulary – “I say, you say” 
▪ Being creative and having fun with texts e.g. reading in character 
▪ Being patient and encouraging 
▪ Praising students for self-correcting 
▪ Being willing to answer any questions that students have whilst reading 
▪ Praising often to give students the confidence to read again 
 
We will also be using the above strategies for those in Year 6 to Year 10 who are participating in our Tutor 
Reads programme. Through Tutor Reads, we are introducing students to genres and texts they may never 
have considered before and providing them a platform to discuss their views and opinions. A reminder that 
students are expected to read these texts at home for a further 30 minutes per night and the reading log 
signed by an adult at least once a week.  
 

  



 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me on rmiller@tdms.worcs.sch.uk. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr Miller  
Literacy lead 
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