
Response to parental voice - autumn 2022 
 
Gauging opinion of all our stakeholders is, and will always be, a key part of our drive to be a better school. 
Your opinions and feedback, both positive and constructive, will always be heard and taken into 
consideration as we review, evaluate, and plan our next steps. This term, we sent out a parental 
questionnaire via a link. Thank you to all those parents who completed it. We received 68 responses.  
 
The questions we asked and the percentage of parents who agreed is below:  
▪ My child is happy at this school - 88% agreed 
▪ My child feels safe at this school - 88% agreed  
▪ The school makes sure its pupils are well behaved - 88% agreed 
▪ The school makes me aware of what my child will learn during the year - 81% agreed 
▪ When I have raised concerns with the school they have been dealt with properly - 88% agreed 
▪ My child has SEND, and the school gives them the support they need to succeed - 85% agreed 
▪ The school has high expectations for my child - 94% agreed 
▪ My child does well at this school - 88% agreed 
▪ The school lets me know how my child is doing - 69% agreed 
▪ There is a good range of subjects available to my child at this school - 88% agreed 
▪ My child can take part in clubs and activities at this school - 88% agreed 
▪ The school supports my child’s wider personal development - 75% agreed 
▪ I would recommend this school to another parent - 86% agreed 
 
There are a number of areas that we need to make improvements in and we are putting plans in place to 
address these. The questionnaire also gave you the opportunity to add anything else that you would like to 
make us aware of. We have grouped the points you made under the following headings and noted our 
responses to these: 
 
How are you improving communication? 
We understand that communication between home and school is essential for both families and students. 
As a school, we have put in place the following: 
 
▪ Weekly Head’s update providing a snap-shot of the week as well as any necessary updates;   
▪ Letters separated into ‘for information’ and ‘to action’ sections 
▪ Regular weekly letters 
▪ Dedicated parental email (parents@tdms.worcs.sch.uk) 
▪ Termly parental voice and response 
▪ Social media updates 
 
We use the Edulink parent app which makes it easier and quicker to access the necessary information 
about your child as well as streamlining the sharing of information.  
 
How are we ensure students exercise regularly and effectively? 
At TDMS we recognise, and fully appreciate, the enormous impact that leading active, healthy lifestyles can 
have on students’ physical and mental well-being. As a school we have put in place the following: 
 
▪ Increased PE curriculum time for Year 6 students beyond government recommendations for KS2, 

students now have five PE lessons per fortnight;  
▪ At KS3, all students have four PE lessons per fortnight in line with government recommendations; 
▪ Provided extra play and sports equipment for students to use during break and lunch time;   
▪ Full involvement in school games events; and  
▪ A diverse, and ever increasing, range extra-curricular sports and fitness clubs for all students across the 

school. 
 
All PE lessons reflect on the importance of exercise and ensure pupils are informed about the value of 
exercise and how they can lead active, healthy lifestyles when they are out of school. 
 
This year, we have once again been awarded the Sports Mark Gold Award, a wonderful endorsement of 
our students’ sporting achievements across a range of activities. 
 
  

mailto:parents@tdms.worcs.sch.uk


How are we working to eliminate inconsistencies with homework? 
▪ All students have had a refresher session with their tutor on how to use and access our homework 

systems. 
▪ Students are directed to record their logons and passwords in the back of their planners. 
▪ Regular reminders will be put into the Headteachers weekly update on the support for students and 

parents. 
▪ Reading logs have been relaunched with both tutors and students and made a weekly focus on a 

Tuesday during tutor read sessions.  
▪ We have created a homework page created on the TDMS website, including links and videos to support 

students and parents. Please click here.  
▪ We are trialling use of Edulink to improve communication to parents and allow them to track their child’s 

homework.  
 
How do we ensure that students understand reasons for their sanctions and are able to correct 
their behaviour? 
We understand that if a student doesn’t know why they have a received a sanction, that they will be unable 
to correct their behaviour. When sanctions have been given, the reason for the sanction is explained and 
this is logged on the classroom whiteboard. 
 
There has been staff training on the delivery of sanctions and ensuring a consistency across the school, so 
students have clarity over expectations in all lessons. This training is ongoing. 
 
We are working with students during morning meetings to ensure that students are using the correct 
method to ask for clarity over a sanction if they are unsure. The method of checking to understand a 
sanction will be explicitly taught to students. 
 
Edulink parent app displays student behaviour with details regarding any sanctions that may have been 
issued. 
 
Parents are encouraged to contact the pastoral team for their child to gain clarity over any sanctions if the  
child is still unsure. 
 
Positive comment 
I am extremely grateful for the support my daughter receives in school, thank you! In a big school, students 
can sometimes get a bit swamped and overlooked, this is definitely not the case with the support my 
daughter receives. My daughter has additional needs but we are never made to feel like we are a problem. 
The school just wants my daughter to achieve her full potential, as I do as her Mum. 
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