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Welcome to The De Montfort School
We would like to extend a very warm welcome to prospective
students.
Choosing where to study your A Levels is a major decision. You
need to make sure that:

n you will be supported
n you will be well taught
n you will feel proud of your achievements when you leave.
A Levels are the platform to your future careers and if you want to
be part of a thriving school which is determined to provide an
exceptional education and you are hard working and aspirational,
then TDMS Sixth Form is the place for you.
We are looking for students who want to feel part of an inclusive
school and want to enhance its reputation as a vibrant and
dynamic centre of learning and want to leave us as well-rounded
individuals with qualifications of which we can all be proud.
It will be more than an education.
It will be a life-changing experience.
Students:
"Staff will sit down with you in their own time and discuss your
work. They helped me to learn and to improve my work and
instilled me with confidence. “
Parents:
“I love that the staff are all so passionate about their subjects and
engaging our children.”
“The De Montfort School is an excellent school and all students
and teachers should be extremely proud to be associated with it.”

Mr. Guy Nichols
Headteacher
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Our Vision for the Sixth Form
The De Montfort Sixth Form is highly successful and we pride
ourselves on the care and support we offer our students and the
wide variety of A Level and BTEC courses we provide.
We have the highest expectations of our students; our aim is to
enable each individual to make the most of the opportunities
available. We want our students to be happy, to have genuine
ambition, to become independent lifelong learners and to
become responsible adults.
Our recent examination results exemplify our high standards.
We have a strong track record for showing significant value
added for students in Key Stage 5. As a result we have a high
number of students proceeding onto Higher Education including
many Russell Group Universities.
We pride ourselves on both the quality of teaching and learning
and our strong pastoral system. We offer excellent opportunities
for extra-curricular activities and enrichment. It is a combination
of these areas and a belief in a well-rounded and broad
education experience alongside high academic achievement that
makes The De Montfort Sixth Form a special and exceptional
place to study.

Mr. Matt Sandell
Head of Sixth Form
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2016 Results
For the third successive year students have
achieved fantastic results and excellent value
added. 83% of students achieved a grade A*-C,
including 40% at A*-B and 100% of students
gained A*-E.; all improvements on last year’s
results.
The outstanding efforts of our students, the
dedication and professionalism of our staff
and the care and support provided by our
parents, have each played a major role in this
achievement.
We are delighted that these results enabled so
many of our students to take accept offers at
their first choice of university (see pages 3840).
Particular congratulations should be given to Sam Insley, Ella Barr, Milly Gillings,
Grace Greenaway, Louise Knight and Courtney Mander-Lovell who gained 14 A*-B
grades between them and are currently studying; Geology (Birmingham),
Marketing (Bournemouth), Public Relations (Bournemouth), English with Writing
(Bristol) and Criminology and Criminal Justice (De Montfort) respectively.
We are very proud of our students and congratulate and wish them every success,
secure in the knowledge that the grounding they have received at TDMS Sixth
Form will equip them fantastically well for the future.
Good luck to you all and well done!
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2016 Results
A2
Subject

% A*-C

%A*-E

0

100

12.5

87.5

Business Studies

33

100

Chemistry

66

100

Computing

20

80

Design Tech

100

100

Drama

33

100

English

95

100

French

100

100

Geography

50

75

Health & Social Care

29

100

History

33

83

ICT

50

100

Leisure Studies

63

100

Mathematics

50

100

Media Studies

86

100

Music

0

100

Philosophy & Ethics

0

50

Physical Education

50

83

Physics

0

100

Psychology

8

100

Spanish

100

100

BTEC Science

100

100

BTEC Sport

40

100

Art
Biology
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Student Leadership
There are a number of opportunities for our students to develop their leadership skills and qualities within the
Sixth Form. As well as having the vital role of Learning Ambassadors within the classroom, they also have the
opportunity to be part of the Sixth Form Executive. This Executive consists of the Head Boy and Girl, their
deputies and Year 13 Senior Prefects and Year 12 Tutor Representatives. This group meet fortnightly with their
Head of Learning and the Head of Sixth Form as part of the “Student Voice Team”. This allows the students to
articulate their ideas, suggestions and improvements for the Sixth Form and the school. The most recent
achievement from these students working together has been the refurbishment of the Sixth Form common
room. Our students took ownership and put together this project, meeting local businesses and presenting
their vision to the Headteacher and Governors.
Along with the “Student Voice Team”, we also have a number of other committees that meet regularly,
including the following: The Ball Committee, Social Events Committee and the Yearbook Team. Sixth Form
leadership and Voice is developing rapidly and we expect that in the future an even greater number of
students will be involved.

Student Mentoring & Enrichment
All Sixth Formers will receive a high standard of mentoring to help them settle into Year 12 and to support
them through the process of applying to University and Apprenticeship schemes.
A large number of our students act as mentors to High School and Middle School students during their
designated enrichment time, helping to develop their literacy and numeracy skills and becoming good role
models. While being an incredibly rewarding experience, mentoring helps develop your organisational,
communicative and collaborative skills... and looks fantastic on your UCAS personal statement or curriculum
vitae.

Duke of Edinburgh
The Duke of Edinburgh Award is a real adventure. Every section gives you something different - that’s the fun
of it! You’ll enjoy many new experiences and discover talents you never thought you had. Achieving an award
will give you skills, confidence and a view on life that employers, colleges and universities look for.
The Gold Award has five sections: Volunteering, Physical, Skills, Residential and Expedition. The Expedition
section involves planning, training for and taking part in a 4 day (3night) expedition whilst carrying all of the
equipment needed for the trip.

Expeditions normally take place in Year 13 in March and July. Further information on the Duke of Edinburgh
Award will be made available during the autumn term.
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New Option Blocks
Changes
We have made some changes to our Options offer this year to reflect the future education and employment
needs of our students as well as the feedback we have received from teachers, students and parents.

Option Blocks for 2017/18 admission

Block V

Block W

Block X

Block Y

Biology A-level
BTEC Computing
English A-level
BTEC Sport*

Geography A-level
Psychology A-level
BTEC Performing Arts
Philosophy A-level

History A-level
Business A-level
BTEC Health & Social Care *
Media Studies A-level

BTEC Art & Design
BTEC Travel & Tourism
Maths A-level
BTEC Applied Science

The table above shows the Post-16 courses that we are offering this year. Students will normally choose 3
subjects, one from blocks V, W, X or Y. Exceptionally some students can choose 4 subjects, if their GCSE and
Attitude to Learning grades suggest that they would be able to manage the workload. Alternatively, some BTec
courses (*) will also be available as Foundation Diplomas worth 1.5 A-levels. Students could take 2 Foundation
Diplomas instead of 3 single award courses.

Reserve Choices
While we endeavour to meet the personal needs of every single Post-16 student, we cannot guarantee to run
specific subjects if there are not a sufficient number to make the course financially viable. For this reason, we
encourage potential applicant to make 2 reserve choices.

Enrichment Opportunities
Students are also required to choose an enrichment option from Block Z. All the courses that we offer are
certificated at Level 3, or A-level standard. The exact range of courses won’t be finalised until we have a clearer
idea of our numbers for next year.

Educational Landscape
We recognise that the Post-18 educational landscape is changing. In addition, university is an increasingly
expensive option and there are far more apprenticeship opportunities available now than ever before. The
new Options we are offering for this year have more emphasis on vocational learning, which is why we have
increased the number of BTEC and Cambridge National courses.
Our revised offer at Post-16 also marks a new era of partnership and collaboration with Prince Henry’s High
School, which will the range of opportunities available to ALL students in our community.

Further Information
If you need any further information about Post-16 Options, please contact Mr Sandell (Head of Sixth Form) or
Mr Dolan (Deputy Head) at the school.

WELCOME
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Applications, Admissions & Key Dates
The application process opens the week commencing 17th February 2017.
Conditional Offers will be made as soon as applications are received.
Application deadline is Friday 17th March 2017

Open Evening
Wednesday 19th October 2016, 6.00 p.m. - 8.30 p.m.
Meet students and staff to discuss your A Level options.

Taster Day
The Taster Day will be Wednesday 1st February 2017. Experience outstanding teaching, sample your preferred
subject choices and obtain advice from our course specialists.

Advice Sessions
Optional appointments for guidance with your subject choices can be requested by contacting Mrs S Hensley
During the Spring Term we will also hold a drop-in session where students and parents can seek advice on
issues relating to admissions.
The deadline for submission of completed application forms is Friday 17th March 2017

Student Team Building Day/Induction Day
During the summer term, you will be asked to attend events to help with the transition from GCSE to A Level.
You will be given preparatory material and bridging tasks to prepare you for your next step.

Enrolment
GCSE results are published on 24th August 2017 and students meeting their conditional offers enrol at TDMS
on this date. Full enrolment instructions will be issued in July 2017.

Information Evening
September 2017
To make sure students get that ideal start, parents have an early opportunity to meet the Sixth Form Team.
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BTEC in Art & Design
Examination Board: Edexcel
Subject Leader: Mrs C Dolan

Course Overview
You will study 3 units, of which 3 are mandatory and one is an ‘optional’ unit. The mandatory units are: 1
Visual Recording and Communication; 2 Critical and Contextual Studies in Art and Design; 3 Managing a Client
Brief.
The ‘optional’ unit will be decided by the Art Department at a later date, depending upon students’ interests
and aspirations. The range of optional units is extremely broad, covering Photography, Graphics, Fine Art,
Multimedia and 3D work

How will I be assessed?
All the Units are internally assessed and then moderated by the examination board
The mandatory units are all based on a set task published by the exam board. The optional unit is devised by
the Art Department.

Entry requirements & desirable attributes
Due to the rigorous nature of this new BTEC and the requirement to pass a written examination , applicants
will be expected to possess at least grade a B grade in GCSE Art and Design, or a grade B in either Graphics or
RM.
Students will also need good numeracy and literacy skills (grade C in GCSE English and Mathematics).

Possible further study/careers
The government has estimated that the creative industries contribute over £80 Billion a year to the UK
economy (www.gov.uk, January 2016). Students taking the BTEC Extended Certificate can take a number of
possible routes; an Art Foundation course; a degree in a related field; or one of the increasing number of
apprenticeships within the creative economy.
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BTEC in Applied Science
Examination Board: Edexcel
Subject Leader: Mrs T Stanyer

Course Overview
You will study 4 units, of which 3 are mandatory and one is an ‘optional’ unit. The mandatory units are: 1
Principles and Application of Science; 2 Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques; 3 Science Investigation
Skills. The ‘optional’ unit will be decided by the Science Faculty at a later date.

How will I be assessed?
Unit 1 is assessed through a written examination.
Units 2 and the ‘optional’ Unit 4 both use continual assessment of submitted assignments to build up a
portfolio of work.
Unit 3 involves assessment of a student’s practical skills.

Entry requirements & desirable attributes
Due to the rigorous nature of this new BTEC and the requirement to pass a written examination , applicants
will be expected to possess at least grade BB in GCSE Core and Additional Science, or grades BBC if applying
with separate science GCSEs.
Students will also need therefore, to have sat the higher tier GCSE examination papers. Good numeracy and
literacy skills (grade C in GCSE English and Mathematics) are also essential.

Possible further study/careers
Students have progressed on to careers in nursing, dentistry and engineering to name but a few. Many
student have also entered higher education to read a science related degree. BTec Applied Science is also an
excellent preparation for the growing number of Science-based apprenticeships that are becoming more
widely available.

SCIENCE FACULTY
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Biology
Examination Board: AQA
Subject Leader: Mr G Belfield

Course Overview
Put simply, Biology is the scientific study of life: as such it encompasses the investigation of living organisms
and life processes from the molecular, through cells and individual organisms to populations and whole
communities of animals and plants.

Year 12 Modules:
1. Biological molecules
2. Cells
3. Organisms exchange substances with their
environment
4. Genetic information, variation and relationships
between organisms

Year 13 Modules:
5. Energy transfers in and between organisms
6. Organisms respond to changes in their internal
and external environments
7. Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems
8. The control of gene expression

How will I be assessed?
Year 12 assessment:
2 x written exams, 1 hour 30 minutes each on topics
1-4. Each paper is worth 50% of overall Year 1 marks.

A Level assessment:
3 x written exams, 2 hours each
Paper 1 on topics 1-4 (35% of A Level)
Paper 2 on topics 5-8 (35% of A Level)
Paper 3 on topics 1-8 including experimental data analysis
and 25 mark essay question (30% of A Level)

Entry requirements & desirable attributes
Grade A or higher in Core and Additional Science is essential, although the individual strengths and suitability
of each student is also considered. Additionally, good ability in Mathematics and English will also be required.
Students of high academic ability who have a strong work ethic and commitment to their studies are suited to
this course. The course also has a strong practical element with many principles taught through experiments
and practical investigations.
The course demands a lot of work outside of lessons. There is a large body of information to learn and only
through extensive supplementary work outside the lessons (homework, revision and reading around the
subject) will pupils be able to reinforce their learning sufficiently to gain the highest grades.

Possible further study/careers
As a ‘facilitating’ subject, Biology is highly regarded by all higher education institutions, including those in the
Russell Group. It is especially important for students wishing to apply for any Life Science courses, such as
Biology, Genetics, Zoology, Veterinary Science and Ecology, as well as medical courses such as Medicine,
Anatomy, Dentistry and Nursing.
A Level Biology is equally highly regarded by employers, who recognise the wide range of skills and
understanding required to achieve good grades.
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BTEC Sport
Examination Board: Edexcel
Subject Leader: Miss R Marriott

Course Overview
Extended Certificate in Sport
This course provides a broad basis of study for the sport sector. You will study four units of work over 2 years.
The four units are shown below:
 Anatomy and Physiology: you will learn about the body systems and how they are affected during short
and long term exercise.
 Fitness training and programming: you will research the characteristics of a healthy lifestyle and different
methods of fitness training to develop well-being.
 Professional Development in the Sports Industry looks at career paths within the world of sport.
 The final unit is optional and is chosen by the subject leader. For example this could be Sports Psychology,
Practice Sport, Fitness Testing or Sports Leadership.

How will I be assessed?
The units are assessed in a variety of ways. There will be a written examination, a task set by the exam board
and two units assessed internally by the subject teacher will be in the form of written assignments.
Assignment
Programme team creates assignment brief and students carry out set tasks, creating evidence to support a
work-related scenario.
Task
Unit 2: Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-being  Pre-release task
 Students will interpret lifestyle factors and health screening data to create and justify a fitness training
programme.
 Learners will need to develop and justify a training programme that meets the need of a specific client.
Written Exam
Unit 1: Anatomy and physiology  Short and long answer questions assessing understanding of anatomy and physiology and how the
different systems of the body can affect sports performance.

Entry requirements & desirable attributes
At least grade C in GCSE Physical Education is generally expected or a merit in BTEC Sport. Good passes in
Science and English would also be beneficial. A keen interest in sport, exercise and health is desirable.

Possible further study/careers
BTEC Sport provides many varied and exiting career opportunities. These include sports coaching, sports
science, teaching, sports psychology, the leisure industry, sports journalism and sports development to name
but a few. Many BTEC Sport students go on to study a sports related undergraduate degree at University or
have achieved a place on an apprenticeship training course.

ENTERPRISE & INNOVATIONS FACULTY
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Business Studies
Examination Board: AQA
Subject Leader: Mr P Chapman

Course Overview
Students of this course should study business in a variety of contexts (e.g. large/small, UK focused/global,
service/manufacturing) and consider:
 the importance of the context of business in relation to decision making
 the interrelated nature of business activities and how they affect competitiveness
 the competitive environment and the markets in which businesses operate
 the influences on functional decisions and plans including ethical and environmental issues
 the factors that might determine whether a decision is successful; for example, the quality of data and the
degree of uncertainty
 how technology is changing the way decisions are made and how businesses operate and compete
 the impact on stakeholders of functional decisions and their response to such decisions
 use of non-quantitative and quantitative data in decision making (including the interpretation of index
numbers and calculations such as ratios and percentages)
 the influences of Corporate Social Responsibility, ethical and environmental issues on strategic decisions
 the difficulties in forecasting future trends
 the importance of assessing feasibility and risk when making strategic decisions
 the impact on stakeholders of strategic decisions and their response to such decisions

How will I be assessed?
 There are 3 exam papers, all lasting 2 hours each.
 Paper 1 worth 33.3% of the A Level. It includes multiple choice questions, short answer questions and 2
essay questions
 Paper 2, worth 33.3% of the A Level. It include 3 data response questions
 Paper 3, worth 33.3% of the A Level. It includes one case study and 6 questions

Entry requirements & desirable attributes
3 A*-C at GCSE Level (including Science) plus Grade 5 or above in English and Maths

Possible further study/careers
The subject is a useful background course for study in a variety of areas and of course offers bright prospects
for employment across a breadth of opportunities, for example sales, accounting, management, public
relations. For students likely to be considering self-employment, the subject would be particularly useful and
the combination with a modern foreign language could open opportunities across the EU.
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BTEC in ICT and Computing
Examination Board: BTEC
Subject Leader: Miss Morton

Course Overview
The BTEC Level 3 in Computing applied general extended certificate is equivalent to 1 A level and covers a
variety of different computing units. You will learn by completing assignments and projects, many of which
will be based around actual companies, with realistic situations and demands. There will also be two written
examinations over the duration of the course. The nit which are covered are Principles of Computer Science ,
Fundamentals of Computer Systems and IT Systems Security and Encryption which are mandatory.
Additionally, the optional unit gives freedom to choose a unit from topics such as; Computer Games
Development, Object-oriented Programming and Mobile Apps Development.

How will I be assessed?
3 mandatory units and 1 optional unit
1. Principles of computer science (written exam)- Two hour examination where learners will be assessed on
their ability to apply their computational-thinking skills to solve problems.
2. Fundamental of computer systems (written exam)- One hour and 45 minutes written examination where
learners will be assessed on their knowledge and understanding of how computer systems work.
3. IT system security and encryption (assignment)- Assignments can include research, projects, investigations,
fieldwork and experiments and often link theory with practical exercises.
4. One optional assignment unit (assignment)- Assignments can include research, projects, investigations,
fieldwork and experiments and often link theory with practical exercises.

Entry requirements & desirable attributes
B or above in GCSE Computing or ICT
To be successful in this subject you need to have good basic programming skills that you have developed
through taking GCSE Computing. You will also need to have a pass at Grade 4 or above in English and Maths.

Possible further study/careers
Many former students have gone on to study game design or software development very successfully at
universities. Others have used Computer Science as a platform for studying business or accountancy, as the
subject gives them the data handling skills required by these types of courses.

ENGLISH FACULTY
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English Language & Literature
Examination Board: AQA
Subject Leader: Ms S Howell

Course Overview
This exciting course embraces all aspects of English Language and Literature in a varied, stimulating and
challenging way. It develops candidates’ knowledge and understanding of English by focusing on these areas:
 analysis of characters, themes, writers’ use of language and point of view
 Re-creative writing – adapting and shaping original material
 Methods of language analysis
 The forms and functions of poetic voice
The course draws on students’ experiences at GCSE but will also lay solid foundations for the study of English
beyond A Level. Our A Level students have gone on to read degrees in English Literature, Linguistics, Creative
Writing and Journalism.
Year 12
An introduction to set texts. This specification enables candidates to develop an integrated literary and
linguistic approach.
Telling Stories:
 The Lovely Bones: Students discover how imagined worlds are constructed.
 Mean Time: Students explore how personal poetic perspectives are created.
 AQA Anthology: Students examine writers’ experiences of Paris.
Year 13
Non examined assessment (20% of A Level):

Students will choose a theme and texts to investigate independently which is marked by the teacher.
Exploring Conflict:
 Students learn, through the set texts, A Streetcar Named Desire and The Kite Runner how language choices
construct ideas of conflict between people and their societies.

How will I be assessed?
Paper 1
Telling Stories (40% of A Level)
 3 hour examination. Three questions: The Lovely Bones, Mean Time, AQA Anthology.
Paper 2
Exploring Conflict (40% of A Level)
 2 hour 30 mins examination. Two questions: A Streetcar Named Desire and The Kite Runner.

Entry requirements & desirable attributes
Grade 6 in GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature.

Possible further study/careers
Many students go on to study English Literature or Linguistics at university, including at Russell Group
institutions. Other students have used their A Level in the subject to have successful careers in education,
retail, public services and journalism.
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Geography
Examination Board: AQA
Subject Leader: Mr D Hearing

Course Overview
Year 12
Physical Geography
 Water and carbon cycles
 Hot desert environments and their
margins
 Coastal systems and landscapes

Year 13
Physical Geography
 Hazards
 Ecosystems under stress
 Cold environments

Human Geography
4. Global systems and global governance
5. Changing places

Human Geography
4. Contemporary urban environments
5. Population and the environment
6. Resource security

People and the Environment
6. Hazards
7. Contemporary urban environments

Geography Investigation
7. Fieldwork requirements
8. Investigation requirements

Geography Fieldwork Investigation
8. Geography fieldwork investigation

Geographical Skills
9. Geographical skills checklist

Geographical Skills
9. Geographical skills checklist

How will I be assessed?
Component 1 Physical Geography
Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes: 96 marks: 40% of A Level
Component 2 Human Geography
Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes: 96 marks: 40% of A Level
Component 3 Geographical Investigation
3,000–4,000 words: 35 marks: 20% of A Level marked by teachers moderated by AQA

Entry requirements & desirable attributes
Grade B in Geography but we will consider a C grade depending on your Maths and English results.

Possible further study/careers
The Russell Group report stated that Geography is one of the top eight facilitating subjects and therefore is a
great choice for those planning to go on to study at university. Geography combines well with both the
sciences and other humanities subjects, such as, History. Career choices linked to this subject are varied and
include:
 Environment Agency positions
 Teaching
 Environmental consulting
 Engineering
 Charitable organisations such as, Oxfam and Water  Town planner
Aid
 United Nations
 National & Local government positions
 The Armed Forces
 Volcanology
 Meteorology
 Geology
 Journalism

ENTERPRISE & INNOVATIONS FACULTY
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BTEC Health and Social Care
Examination Board: OCR
Subject Leader: Miss S Harris

Course Overview
Students who prefer a “hands on “approach to their learning will find this course extremely appealing. The
course aims to develop the skills needed to work within Health, Social Care or Early Years. Students will have
the opportunity to complete two work placements which will support their learning. The content at AS will
focus on the needs of clients and the techniques and professional services aimed at meeting those needs.
Candidates are to be assessed in the following key areas of study:
 Rights, responsibilities and values
 Communication in care settings
 Health and well-being.
The content in Year 13 will develop the Year 12 content through addressing the factors affecting, and issues
involved in, service delivery. Candidates are to be assessed in the following key areas of study:
 Service provision and practitioner roles
 Understanding human behaviour and development
 Their ability to draw together aspects of these areas in a variety of contexts.

How will I be assessed?
Year 12 Modules:
Students will study three modules, these will include:
 Unit F910- Promoting Quality Care - 33% of the total marks- Terminal Examination- 1hr 30 minutes.
 Unit F911- Communication in care settings- 33% of the total marks- Portfolio-50 marks
 Unit F912- Promoting good health- 33% of the total marks- Portfolio- 50 marks
Year 13 Modules:
Students will study three modules, these will include:
 Unit F919- Care practice and provision- 16.67% of the total advanced GCE- This unit is assessed through a
portfolio. 50 marks
 Unit F920- Understanding human behaviour-16.67% of the total advanced GCE- This paper has 6 questions
and it is assessed externally, students complete a 1Hr 30 min written examination.
 Unit 922- Child development-16.67% of the total advanced GCE-This unit is assessed through a portfolio. 50
marks

Entry requirements & desirable attributes
Candidates entering this course should have achieved a general educational level equivalent to Level 2 in the
National Qualifications Framework, or Levels 7/9 of the National Curriculum. Skills in Numeracy/Mathematics,
Literacy/English and Information and Communication Technology will be particularly relevant. However, there
is no prior knowledge required for this specification. Prior study of the GCSE in Health and Social Care will be
of benefit to candidates, but is not mandatory.
Students must achieve a Grade 5 in English.

Possible further study/careers
Future career opportunities may include: teaching, social work, midwifery, child psychology and working with
in all aspects of early years.
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History
Examination Board: AQA
Subject Leader: Mr S Jennings

Course Overview
Component 1D: Stuart Britain and the Crisis of Monarchy, 1603–1702
 Absolutism challenged: Britain, 1603–1649
 Monarchs and Parliaments, 1603–1629
 Revolution, 1629–1649
 Monarchy restored and restrained: Britain, 1649–1702
 From Republic to restored and limited monarchy, 1649–1678
 The establishment of constitutional monarchy, 1678–1702
Component 2R: The Cold War 1945-1991
 To the Brink of Nuclear War: International Relations, c1945–1963
 The Origins of the Cold War, c1945–1949
 The Widening of the Cold War, 1949–1955
 The Global War, 1955–1963
From Détente to the end of the Cold War, c1963–1991
 Confrontation and cooperation, c1963–1968
 The Brezhnev era, 1968–1985
 The Ending of the Cold War, 1985–1991
Component 3: An Historical Enquiry (Personal Study): Tsarist and Communist Russia
Students will be required to submit an Historical Enquiry based on the investigation of change and continuity
over a hundred year period and using a wide range of source material. The focus for the study will be Tsarist
and Communist Russia 1855-1964 and the enquiry is presented in essay format.

How will I be assessed?
Assessment:
 Component 1C Written Exam worth 40%
 Component 2R Written Exam worth 40%
 Component 3 Personal Study (3500 words) worth 20%

Entry requirements & desirable attributes
Students who opt for A Level History do not need to have studied the subject at GCSE. However, a minimum of
grade B in English or another subject (that demonstrates the ability to express ideas clearly in writing) is
important.

Possible further study/careers
History qualifications are widely valued by employers and often lead to careers in such areas as law, public
service and management. In the past, students who have completed the A Level course have gone on to
become, amongst other things, solicitors, teachers and civil servants.

MATHEMATICS FACULTY
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Mathematics
Examination Board: Edexcel
Subject Leader: Mr J Hopkins

Course overview
You will study six modules across the two years of study, three in Year 12 and three in Year 13. Four modules
are compulsory with you having a choice of the applied options you take.
Year 12
Compulsory Modules
 Core 1: This module builds on knowledge gained at GCSE look ing at such things as; coordinate
geometry, surds, arithmetic progressions, simultaneous equations, transformations of graphs and
introducing the topic of calculus.
 Core 2: This module builds on and develops the skills learnt in Core 1 as well as introducing new
topics, such as; geometric progressions, sectors, arcs and radians, trigonometry as well as developing
greater skills with calculus.
Optional Modules
 Statistics 1: This module builds on the statistics covered at GCSE looking at such things as; measures
of position and dispersion, displaying data, PMCC, regression, probability and distributions.
 Mechanics 1: This module introduces the mathematics of motion and links well with Physics, in
mechanics you will look at; statics, kinematics, vectors, dynamics and moments.
Year 13
Compulsory Modules
 Core 3: This module builds on and develops the skills learnt in Core 2 as well as exploring other
topics, such as; exponentials and logs, trigonometry, numerical methods and further differentiation.
 Core 4: This module builds on and develops the skills in Core 3 as well as the introduction of new
concepts, such as; partial fractions, parametric equations, binomial expansions as well as further
differentiation and integration.
Optional Modules
 Mechanics 2: This module is only for students who studied Mechanics 1 in Year 12 and builds on the
skills learnt, looking at topics such as; work and energy, centres of mass, collisions and statics of rigid
bodies.
 Decision1: This module explores the mathematics of computing and algorithms, looking at topics
such as; Sorting algorithms, route inspection, critical path analysis, matchings and linear programing.

How will I be assessed?
Each module is assessed at the end of the year with a 1 hour 30 minute exam. Each examination can award up
to 100 marks with your grades for both the AS and A2 qualifications coming from your total marks for three
and six modules respectively.

Entry requirements & desirable attributes
We will be requiring students to have obtained a Grade 7 to be considered for A Level Mathematics.
You will need to be hard working and organised. Successful mathematics students have a desire to
understand the subject further and have great perseverance and drive.

Possible further study/careers
Mathematics is one of the most highly regarded A Levels and top of the list of sort after qualifications for both
employers and universities. All avenues are open to you with an A Level in Mathematics, but the more
common paths include the following: finance and accounting, business management, medicine, engineering,
teaching and law.
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ENGLISH FACULTY

Media Studies
Examination Board: WJEC
Subject Leader: Ms S Leonard

Course overview
Year 12
Year 12 will provide you with a framework for analysing a wide range of media texts and will require you to
study how people, events and issues are represented across different media platforms.

You will be encouraged to make connections between media representations and how audiences respond to
them. A wide range of media concepts and theories will be introduced and applied to media texts from
broadcast, print and web-based platforms.
Year 13
Students will study a number of case studies chosen from a list set by the exam board. These will cover
different media industries and offer students the opportunity for in depth analytical study and a more
advanced application of theoretical approaches to texts and audiences.
The practical production will be a response to a brief set by the exam board and will comprise of a print or
audio-visual product with accompanying written research study.
Set texts
The new draft specification lists a variety of options for textual study, including the following:
 Visual Media
 Text-based Media
 Advertising

How will I be assessed?
Assessment in Year 13 will be by 2 examinations (70%) and one media production completed in response to a
brief set by the exam board (30%).

Entry requirements & desirable attributes
At least a B in Media Studies, or a Level 5 in English Language or English Literature. It is not essential that you
have studied Media Studies at GCSE.

Possible further study/careers
A Level Media Studies provides an excellent foundation for anyone interested in studying Media and
Communications courses in Higher Education or pursuing a career in any aspect of media production,
marketing or management.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & PERFORMING ARTS FACULTY
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Cambridge Technical Level 3 Extended Certificate
Performing Arts
Examination Board: OCR
Subject Leader: Mrs Collingbourne

Course Overview
This course will give students an understanding of the performing arts in wider contexts, including the way the
sector works, job roles, and progression opportunities, how to build strategies for sustaining a freelance
career, and how to plan and develop projects.
Students will study the work of performing arts practitioners and learn how to demonstrate practical ideas for
performance.
Students will also develop transferable skills such as planning, communication and adaptability.

How will I be assessed?
For this qualification, learners must achieve five units, four mandatory units and one optional unit:
 Unit 1: Prepare To Work In The Performing Arts Sector (Externally Assessed)
 Unit 2: Proposal For A Commissioning Brief (Externally Assessed)
 Unit 3: Influential Performance Practice (Externally Assessed)
 Unit 4: Combined Arts (Internally Assessed)
 Unit 5: Optional Unit (Internally Assessed)
Students have the option to specialise in their chosen Art form for each unit. All units require students to
create a portfolio of supporting evidence and give a practical demonstration of their chosen skills.

Entry requirements & desirable attributes
GCSE English ( 4 or above). Students must have a passion for the Performing Arts which they can demonstrate.

Possible further study/careers
Performing Arts students gain essential skills in confidence and self-presentation, research and analysis, selfdiscipline and resilience, adaptability and teamwork. All of these are highly desirable for future courses and
employers.
Performing Arts graduates have flooded all aspects of the work industry and enter a wide range of careers;
performing, law, therapies, media, journalism, sports presenter, teaching and directing to name but a few!
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HUMANITIES & MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES FACULTY

Philosophy and Ethics
Examination Board: AQA
Subject Leader: Miss K Green

Course overview
The course is broken down into three components: Philosophy of Religion, Religion and Ethics and
Development in Religious Thoughts.
Philosophy of Religion includes the study of the following; ancient philosophical influences, the nature of the
soul, mind and body, arguments about the existence or non-existence of God, the nature and impact of
religious experience, the challenge for religious belief of the problem of evil, ideas about the nature of God
and issues in religious language.
Religion and Ethics includes the study of the following; normative ethical theories, the application of ethical
theory to two contemporary issues of importance, ethical language and thought, debates surrounding the
significant idea of conscience, sexual ethics and the influence on ethical thought of developments in religious
beliefs.
Development in Religious Thoughts includes the study of the following; one major world religion and the
application of this religion to ethical issues.

How will I be assessed?
There will be three written exams, covering each of the components outlined above.
Each exam will be of two hours duration and is worth 33.3% of the final grade.

Entry requirements & desirable attributes
Preferably a Grade 5 or above in GCSE English and a Grade B or above Philosophy and Ethics.
Philosophy and Ethics is suitable for any student who has an enquiring mind.
It is not necessary that you have studied full course GCSE Philosophy and Ethics, as long as you have an
analytical mind and good literacy skills.

Possible further study/careers
The study of Philosophy and Ethics is suitable for careers in law, teaching, politics, nursing, medicine, customer
relations, business enterprise, psychology, charity work, police, public relations, civil services, journalism and
many others.

HUMANITIES & MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES FACULTY
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Psychology
Examination Board: AQA
Subject Leader: Miss Hughes

Course Overview
Year 12
 Social influence: why we conform to others and to social roles. Explanations of obedience and why
some people are able to resist social influence and authority pressures. We look at important minority
influences and why they are so effective.
 Memory: how do we process memories? Why are some people able to remember more than others?
How do memories become long term memories?
 Attachment: why do we form attachments to our parents and others? Is attachment natural? What
happens if we are unable to form attachments? We consider different theories to the above questions and
consider the supporting studies.
 Approaches in Psychology: different explanations of behaviour in psychology, we consider the
behaviourist approach, the biological approach and the cognitive approach in explaining behaviour.
 Psychopathology: phobias, depression and OCD; their explanations and treatments and defining
abnormality.
 Biopsychology: the biology behind our human behaviour, including the stress response.
 Research methods: in psychology it is vital we do research in order to support our theories. We look
at different research methods and the strengths and weaknesses of each, analysing data using descriptive
statistics and graphs.
Year 13
 Issues and debates in psychology: Gender and culture in psychology, Free will and determinism, The
nature-nurture debate, Holism and reductionism, Idiographic and nomothetic approaches to psychological
investigation, Ethical implications of research studies and theory.
 Relationships: theories of relationship formation, Factors affecting attraction in romantic
relationships, Parasocial relationships, Virtual relationships in social media.
 Schizophrenia: symptoms and classifications of schizophrenia, explanations of schizophrenia
(biological, psychological), therapies for treating schizophrenia including drug therapy and CBT.
 Addiction: describing addiction, risk factors in the development of addiction, including genetic
vulnerability, stress, personality, family influences and peers, explanations for nicotine addiction: brain
neurochemistry, including the role of dopamine, and learning theory as applied to smoking behaviour,
including reference to cue reactivity, explanations for gambling addiction: learning theory as applied to
gambling, reducing addiction – therapies.
 Inferential statistics and research methods: Introduction to statistical testing; the sign test,
probability and significance: use of statistical tables and critical values in interpretation of significance; Type
I and Type II errors, factors affecting the choice of statistical test, including level of measurement and
experimental design, when to use the following tests: Spearman’s rho, Pearson’s r, Wilcoxon, MannWhitney, related t-test, unrelated t-test and Chi-Squared test.

How will I be assessed?
The course is broken down into 3 exams. All the topics are assessed at the end of Year 13.
Each exam is 2 hours long and worth 33.3% of A Level.

Entry requirements & desirable attributes
Grade C or above in GCSE Science, as well as Grade 5 or above in GCSE English and Mathematics.

Possible further study/careers
Clinical Psychology, Psychiatry, Accountancy, Human Resources, Forensic Psychology, Occupational
Therapy, Teaching, Nursing.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION & PERFORMING ARTS FACULTY

BTEC in Travel and Tourism
Examination Board: Edexcel
Subject Leader: Mr C Stephens

Course Overview
This qualification is designed to support learners who are interested in learning about the travel and tourism
industry alongside other fields of study, with a view to progressing to a wide range of higher education
courses, not necessarily in travel and tourism-related subjects.
The qualification is designed to be taken as part of a programme of study that includes other appropriate
BTEC Nationals or A Levels.
This qualification gives a broad introduction to the travel and tourism industry, with an emphasis on core
knowledge and fundamental skills that are transferable across other sectors.

How will I be assessed?
The BTEC Level 3 qualification is the equivalent in size to one A Level. There are four units. These include one
examination and three components that are assessed through portfolio work.
Each unit contributes equally to the overall grade (25% each).

Unit 01: The World of Travel and Tourism (Examination)
The travel and tourism industry in the UK is growing and is of major importance to the economy. Learners will
develop the skills needed to examine, interpret and analyse a variety of statistics that measure the importance
of tourism to the UK.
Unit 02: Global Destinations (Task)
Different types of destinations around the world have significant importance – learners will investigate the
features and appeal of global destinations.
Unit 03: Managing the Customer Experience (Assignment)
Learners will explore and apply ways of managing the internal and external customer experience to support
organisational success and develop their customer service skills.
Unit 04: Visitor Attractions (Assignment)
Learners investigate the nature and role of both built and natural visitor attractions, their appeal, popularity,
response to diverse visitor needs and the importance of delivering a memorable visitor experience.

Entry requirements & desirable attributes
There are no specific entry requirements in order to select this course. However, learners are expected to be
diligent and hard working. Having an interest in the travel and tourism industry would be an advantage but is
not essential.

Possible further study/careers
In addition to the travel and tourism sector-specific content, the requirements of the qualification will mean
that learners develop transferable skills, which are highly regarded by higher education providers and
employers. It will give learners transferable knowledge, understanding and broad skills such as
communicating and presenting ideas. All of the content in the qualification will help prepare learners for
further study, employment or further training in the industry.

28

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & PERFORMING ARTS FACULTY

Gold Arts Award
Examination Board: Trinity
Subject Leader: Mrs N Collingbourne

Course Overview
Gold Arts Award is the highest level at Level 3 on the Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF), and develops
young people’s creativity, communication, planning, teamwork and leadership skills. The award is also
recognised on the UCAS Tariff (28 points).

Gold has two units –
Unit 1: personal arts development – focussing on developing creativity on an individual level in a chosen art
form. This can be anything from creative writing, dance, textiles, to video editing.
Unit 2: arts project leadership - students organise and run their own leadership project in the art form of
their choice- it does not need to be the same as Unit 1.

How will I be assessed?
You will need to plan your work with an adviser, and keep a record by creating your own Arts Award portfolio.
You can pick your own style of portfolio – this could be a diary, video, website blog – or something different
altogether. The final portfolio is moderated by an external examiner in May. It will take around 90 hours to
complete, working with your adviser and independently.

Entry requirements & desirable attributes
There are no entry requirements but an interest in the arts and a creative skill is essential.

Possible further study/careers
Employers, universities and colleges know that Arts Award is a qualification that shows young people’s level of
commitment and progress in the arts, and in developing new skills.

ENTERPRISE & INNOVATIONS FACULTY
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EPQ
Examination Board: AQA
Subject Leader: Mr M Sandell

Course Overview: Level 3 Extended Project Qualification (one year)
The EPQ allows each student to embark on a largely self-directed and self-motivated project. Students must
choose a topic, plan, research and develop their idea and decide on their finished product. The award is also
recognised on the UCAS Tariff (28 points).

The course encourages creativity and curiosity. A project topic may be directly related to a student's main
subjects, but should look beyond the exam specifications. A finished product may take the following forms:
 research based written report
 production (for example charity event, fashion show or sports event)
 an artefact (for example piece of art, a computer game or realised design)
Students must also record their project process in their Production Log. The process of recording and
completing a project is as important as the finished product. Both the Production Log and Product will be
assessed.
A particular strength of the course is that students learn how to reference their work using standard academic
techniques such as Harvard Referencing.

How will I be assessed?
Each student is assessed on their finished work (product) and their Production Log.
The work is assessed on four key areas:
 Management – identify, design, plan, and complete a project (or task within a group project), applying
organisational skills and strategies to meet their stated objectives
 Use of resources/research – obtain and select information from a range of sources, analyse data, apply it
relevantly, and demonstrate understanding of any appropriate connections and complexities of their topic
 Development and realisation – use a range of skills, including using new technologies, to solve problems,
to take decisions critically, creatively and flexibly, and to achieve their aims
 Review – evaluate the outcome, including their learning and performance.

Entry requirements & desirable attributes
There are no formal entry requirements but students will need to be able to show a willingness to work
independently and manage their own progress effectively.

Possible further study/careers
Success in the EPQ demonstrates a high degree of independent learning. It is particularly highly prized by
universities, who regard it as a strong foundation for extended individual study at a higher level.
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STUDENT DESTINATIONS

Post-18 Destinations for 2015
Surname
Abbott
Allchurch
Allsop
Andrews
Andrews
Attwood
Baldwin
Basford
Bevan
Birch
Booth
Border
Burman
Cole
Durrant
Evans
Foster
Garrood
Gisbourne
Goring
Granger
Green
Green
Grinnell
Hanson
Heard
Herborn

Forenames
Matthew
Eleanor
Calum
Luke
Max
Olivia
Samuel
Joshua
Zoe
Ryan
Aimee
Guy
Oliver
Hannah
Lucy
Joshua
Blake
John
Leah
Jordan
Ellen
Charles
Harriet
Elizabeth
Michael
Callum
Benjamin

Post-18 Destination
Cardiff Metropolitan University
Apprenticeship
Employment
University of Birmingham
Gap Year
Heart of Worcester College
Colchester Institute
Gap Year
Employment
Employment
University of Wolverhampton
University of Brighton
Employment
Nottingham Trent University
Apprenticeship
Gap Year
University of Gloucester
Queen Mary, University of London
Gap Year
The University of Essex
The University of Nottingham
Employment
Aston University, Birmingham
University of Worcester
Employment
Gap Year
University of Worcester

Course Details
Sport Coaching
Accountancy
Psychology
Make-up Artistry
Technical Theatre
Retail
Forensic Science
Biological Sciences
Fashion
Hospitality Industry
Product Design
Physics
Economics with Spanish
Zoology
Retail
Psychology
Education Studies
Physical Education

STUDENT DESTINATIONS

Post-18 Destinations for 2015

Surname
Hiam
Hiam
Jennings
Johns
Johns
Johnson
Judge
Ladbrook
McCullough
McGarr
Morris
Murphy
Osborne
Osborne
Phipps
Pinchbeck
Plummer
Preece
Rea
Smith
Thornton
Turner
Wallace
Wheatley
Wickham
Woodcock
Wright
Wright

Forenames
Declan
Sylvia
Jay
Lauren
Shannon
Adam
Connor
Shelby
Terry
Emily
Daniel
Sherraden
Daniel
Jemima
Jacob
Abbie
Jack
Anna
Kieran
Robert
Kurtis
James
Jonathan
Harrison
Nicholas
Katie
Abigail
Liam

Post-18 Destination
Oxford Brookes University
Hereford College of Arts
The University of Gloucestershire
University of Worcester
Employment
Employment
Apprenticeship
Apprenticeship
London Metropolitan University
De Montfort University
Employment
University of Worcester
University of Bath
Gap Year
Employment
Employment
The University of Warwick
Employment
Coventry University
Aston University, Birmingham
Employment
Apprenticeship
Apprenticeship
Employment
Bournemouth University
South Worcestershire College
University of Brighton
The University of Essex

Course Details
Computing Foundation
Art Foundation
Sports Coaching
Nursing Studies
Accountancy
Financial Mathematics
Criminology
Horticultural
Creative Writing and English
Sport (Sports Performance)
Distribution Industry
Hospitality Industry
Physics
Criminology and Psychology
Biological Sciences
Retail
Accountancy
Accountancy
Games Programming
HND Health and Social Care
Pharmacy (4 years)
Biological Sciences
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STUDENT DESTINATIONS

Post-18 Destinations for 2016
Surname
Anderson
Barr
Bonehill
Boyles
Bragg
Brinson
Canning
Clemson
Cockerton
Eustace
Evans
Fletcher
Gardiner
Gillings
Greenaway
Grove
Hagen-Larsen
Hemming
Herborn
Hughes
Insley

Forenames
Rebecca
Ella
Shane
Simon
Georgina
James
Christopher
Jessica
Holly
Holly
Joshua
Benjamin
Rachel
Matilda
Grace
Robert
Ami
Isabella
Benjamin
Rachel
Sam

Post-18 Destination
Sheffield Hallam University
Bournemouth University
Apprenticeship
Gap Year
Oxford Brookes
De Montfort University
University of Winchester
University of Derby
The University of Gloucestershire
Birmingham City University
University of Worcester
Apprenticeship
University of Northampton
Bournemouth University
Employment
Coventry University
Apprenticeship
Bournemouth University
University of Derby
Apprenticeship
The University of Birmingham

Course details
Working with Children
Marketing
Sport Science
Media Production
Media
Sport Science
Graphic Design
Fashion
Psychology
Popular Music
Public Relations
Media Production
Psychology
Coaching Science
Geology

STUDENT DESTINATIONS

Post-18 Destinations for 2016

Surname
Jones
Knight
Mabbett
Mabbott
Mander-Lovell
Middleton
Rahman
Rhone
Roberts-Ellis
Sandalls
Simpson
Smith
Smith
Spencer
Vallely
Wade
Waite
Walton
West
Wilks
Wride
Wright

Forenames
Amie
Louise
Chloe
Katie
Courtney
India
Shuaybur
Charlotte
Ewan
Naomi
Ellie
Georgie
Jack
James
Finn
Della
Matthew
Poppy
Jade
Scott
Lewis
Chloe

Post-18 Destination
University of Lincoln
University of the West of England
The University of Gloucestershire
Bournemouth University
De Montfort University
The University of Gloucestershire
The University of Gloucestershire
Birmingham City University
University of South Wales
The University of Gloucestershire
Employment
University of Worcester
Apprenticeship
Apprenticeship
Heart of Worcester College
Employment
University of Worcester
University of Worcester
Apprenticeship
Birmingham City University
The University of Gloucestershire
Royal Navy

Course details
Journalism
English with Writing
Primary Education
Psychology
Criminology
Education Studies
Games Design
Accounting and Finance
Engineering
Criminology
Nursing Studies

Music
Mathematics
Education Studies
Product Design
Film Studies
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Notes
Thank you for visiting The De Montfort School.
Please use this space to record any questions or further comments.
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